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The Thomas/Ciotti House
THIS YEAR'S FEATURED HOUSE, the
Thomas/Ciotti House was built in 1885, making
it the second oldest house in McIntosh. Mr.
Thomas and his wife arrived in McIntosh in the
early 1880's with a plan to become a gentleman
orange farmer and citizens of the newly platted

town of McIntosh. With a new railroad and the

town planned around a central park square, it was
a prime location. Thomas first built the old to-
bacco barn (still standing) before building his

American Gothic style farmhouse. Back in the
day, barns were built before houses so that goods §
and tools could be stored there and for animal and

human shelter while building.

Mr. Thomas' daughter, Mayme, was born in
the house in the late 1880's and lived there until
retiring to St. Augustine in the 1970's. "Miss
Mayme," as she was known in later years, sur-
vived her parents and her husband, A.L. McFad-
den and became an independent woman of the
time. She opened her home as a boarding home

during WWI for soldiers who traveled through on

the train and later, to the snow birds who came to
Florida for the winter and fished Orange Lake for
sport. She had the upstairs exit landing enclosed

and turned into a small kitchen with a sink and -

stove for her boarders. She also operatd a
millinery shop in her home.

Current and long-time owners of the home
are Frank and Laurel Ciotti. Laurel had been
charmed by historic McIntosh upon finding it by
chance back in the late 1960's and made a prom-
ise to herself that one day, she would live in this
lovely town. She recalls her first time in Mcln-
tosh as she was driving up 441 on a cold, wet No-
vember eve at dusk and seeing the lights of the
old gas station twinkling through the dreary driz-
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Above. The Thomalerottl house 1385 See page 4 for the story of the horse and carralge in front.

This photo is on the 2008 Festlval t-shirt available at the information booth.

zle. She took a quick tour around the town and
was delighted. The combination of the charming
homes from a past century, the large lots, and the
town's venerable oak trees prompted Laurel to
say, "I'm going to live here someday."

In 1981, Laurel and Frank Ciotti moved to the
area and bought the first old home that finally
came on the market in McIntosh in 1983. The
Thomas/McFadden House became the Thomas/
Ciotti House and they were delighted to move
into the graceful house with its double-stacked
gingerbread verandas on the northwest corner of

Van Ness Park. Daughter Kaitlin, was born one
year later. :

There were two short-term owners of the
house before the Ciotti's purchased it but there
was lots of cosmetic work to be done even though
the house was structurally sound. The Ciotti's im-
mediately changed the function of two rooms in
the house. The once logically placed dining room

_ became less logical when the advent of indoor

plumbing dictated re-fitting the pantry as a down-
stairs bathroom that opened onto the dining room.
Please see Thomas/Ciotti Home on page 4
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The Ffiends

THE FRIENDS OF MCINTOSH, Inc., a
benevolent, non-profit organization, was char-
tered on September 26,1973. Its primary purpose
is to preserve and enhance the natural and historic
beauty of McIntosh, and to promote and sponsor
cultural and recreational activities while encour-
aging friendship, community spirit and under-
standing among people of all ages in McIntosh.
Dues are $10.00 per year, and there is no fee for
senior citizens who wish to participate. Meetings
are held at 7:00 PM on the sec-

Your Festival Hosts |

of McIntosh

painted a fence with materials donated from busi-
nesses in both Gainesville and Ocala.

The next project was to obtain, move, and re-
store the old Mclntosh train depot which was
built prior to 1890. It had to be removed from -
the existing Seaboard Coastline's right-of-way.
Activities held by the Friends to begin accruing
the money to do such a task were holding bake
sales, dinners and other events, but it was clear
that more money would be needed. This was the
origin of the festival.

ond Tuesday of the month
the Depot and guests are al-

~ A Helping Hand

Continuing Projects
Each year the 1890's Fes-
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The 1890°s Festival
- Many months are spent

each year planning at the an-
nual 1890’s Festival. Special
thanks go to all those members
of the Friends and to all of our
churches and civic organiza-
tions who work so diligently to
make this day a success.

The first festival was held
on Oct. 19, 1974 as a fund-
raiser and originally called the
McIntosh Gay Nineties Festi-
val. It had an attendance of ap-
proximately 4,000 people: It
has since grown and the Festi-

The Friends of Mclntosh have re-
sponded to tight times and scarce
jobs with a local food bank. In the
past two years the Friends have dis-
cretely given an average of three
baskets a month to qualifying MclIn-
tosh families. Thanks to friends vol-
unteers the baskets have a personal”
touch - perhaps a toy or school sup-

plies for children. To donate either
money or food to the food bank, take

tival raises money to fund
projects in the community.
The most noteworthy of these
is the creation of a scholarship
fund to assist local and area
young people pursue their
scholastic careers.  Others
projects include a front-porch
addition to the Community

Center; the installation of

it to a Friends meeting (7:00 PM, | playground equipment for the

second Tuesday of the month,
Depot) or call Bev at 591-2183 or
Alyce 591-4774. Now that the Inter-
faith Food Bank in Reddick is clos-
ing, your donations to this local
charity can make even more of a dif-

children; the Victorian-style
lampposts in Van Ness Park;
the clock in the Mini-Park;
and the purchase of the old
Carriage House adjacent to the
depot. The Friends of McIn-

The McIntosh Gazette Souvenir Edition is published an-
nually as a service to the visitors of McIntosh’s 1890 Fes-
tival presented by the Friends of McIntosh, P.O. Box 1890,
Mclntosh, Florida 32664. Free Distribution. Copyright
2008 by Friends of McIntosh. Material may not be repro-
duced in whole or in part in any form except by written
consent of the editor and publisher.

Publisher: s ittt o Friends of McIntosh
| (0] 43 e e e A et e o e e B o ......Mary Ann Kelley
Advertising Sales:........coooiiiiineinnncnnnn, Alex Kallenbach
Design/Layout & Copy.......occveurirereenssneseneeses MAKelley
Contributors: ..c......c...... A :.Hugh and Carolyn Brooks,

Al Bryan, Laurel Ciotti, George Crawford, Nancy Cren-
shaw, Beverly Dodder, Dave Dodder, Judy Kinglsey,
Shirley Lane, Tommy Lane, Rex Mattix, Linda McCollum,
Wylene Pearson, Cher Phillips, Dot Provau, Mitzi Roess,
Seedlings Garden Club, Lass Tompkins, Rochelle Victor,
Ginny Williams, Sheila Winters

Thanks and praise to all former éditors of the Gazette upon
whose work this: 2008 edition relied most heavily, and to
the Dodders and Winters who proofread. Thanks also to
David Bobrowski of the Ocala Star Banner for his support
in the printing of the Gazette.

ference.

val now hosts over 250-ven-
dors and an estimated 35,000 visitors.

Preservation and Restoration

The monies the Friends raise from the festival
purchased, moved, and continues the ongoing
restoration of our historic Depot; the establish-
ment and maintenance of the Mini Park; the pur-
chase and restoration of the J.K. Christian
Warehouse; and the picket fences, Victorian style
street lamps and porch addition to the community
center. The group has established an annual
scholarship program commending the academic
excellence of our area youth. See this year’s
scholarship winner on page 21

History of the Friends of McIntosh
The first undertaking of the Friends of Mcln-
tosh was the creation of a mini-park (now known
as the McKoone-Hopwood Mini Park) next to the
. post office. This park was dedicated on Oct. 28,
1973. They landscaped the plot and built and

tosh also regularly donate to
organizations such as the American Heart Asso-
ciation, the local Emergency Assistance Fund, the
Salvation Army and the Cub, Boy and Girl
Scouts, Hospice, Interfaith and the Melntosh:
Area School (see this year’s school donation on
page 21). Future project under consideration in-
clude a gazebo in the main park as well as an his-
toric museum and library in the Depot for which

the club recently purchased artifacts and memo-
rabilia. |

Light Up McIntosh

The Friends of Mclntosh also established
“Light Up McIntosh" in 1993. A decorating con-
test held each December, residents and business
owners decorate their homes, businesses and the
town for the Holidays. It is always a sight to be-
hold! Come visit McIntosh: one evening to see :
everyone's hard work! See 2007°s Light Up
Meclntosh! winners on pages 6 and 7.
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Tim Cranis — Catering

- Tim, of Serve All Catering, Inc., has been sup-

plying our Festival for years with great food ven-
dors. He also coordinates all of the soft drinks,
generators and food for the staff.

Serve All Catering, “Inc.

_ . Special Events » Ranquets e Weddings
@25 PO Poxtbossy Alamonte Springs, T3z

B (407) 322-8033

"Ohe Big Pogs in Catering www.seeoursite.org/serveall

Tami Dixon and the 5th Quarter Northside
Ministry — Vendor Parking

Because of the efforts of Tami Dixon and her
volunteers from Sparr Baptist Church, the ven-
dors don’t have to worry about how to get to their
booths and where to park after they set up. Tami
and her crew have the answers and the patience
to get all the vendors parked and ready for their
patrons.

Lalla Gallagher — Diaper Station, Information
Booth

The Friends of McIntosh offer special thanks to the following people
and organizations for all they do to make the Festival such a success.

93.7FM

Bob Kassi and K-Country bring you The Fes-
tival Live — Bob and K-Country make sure the
word of our Festival gets out over the airwaves.
He’ll be broadcasting again this year live from
his booth at the Mini-Park on Avenue G.

Paul Kelly and Melvin Lanfair — Town of
Meclntosh Buildings and Grounds

Paul and Melvin
work for the
Town of Mcln-
i -tosh and keep all
the landscaping
mowed and
clean, maintain
the parks, watch over the utility system and play

The Diaper Station was Lalla’s idea and has 2 key role in making sure the Festival is fun and

proven to be a boon to new mothers. Lallais also
in charge of the the helpful folks in the informa-

tion booth.

Duane Jones — Sanitary Facilities
Duane amazes us every year with all the work he

'r- —— does to help the Festival run

smoothly and efficiently! He

Duane is also in charge of ar-
ranging for the on-site ATM
for convenient use by the pa-
trons of the Festival.

Alex Kallenbach — Advertising

Alex secures all of the advertising for the
- Gazette, and has done so for
many years. Our heartfelt
thanks go out to Alex for tak-
ing on the challenges of coor-
dinating all the advertising for
- the Gazette, and making it all
| look so easy when it really
isn’t. :

o makes sure we have hygienic

E St facilities on site and orches-
o trates the removal of trash.
i

safe for all attendees. _

Mecintosh Lions Club — Thursday Set-Up
The Lions arrive early the day before the festival
and pitch in with enthusiasm. They do the heavy
work: erect tents, put up tables and chairs and
get everything set up and in place for the festival
to begin on time. : :

Debbie Miller — McIntosh

Town Clerk

Debbie has been our town

clerk for almost two years.

The friends of McIntosh
heartily thank her for handling

all the phone calls she get at the office about the
Festival, and for cheerfully giving out informa-
tion about the Festival.

Wylene Pearson — Entertainment Chairman
Hugh and Carolyn Brooks — Entertainment
Co-Chairs
Wylene has always been involved in the Festival, -
and she and her friends, Hugh and Carolyn
Brooks have lined up some fantastic entertain-
ment — and, as always, it’s free to all festival at-
tendees.

Suzanne Stevens — T-Shirts

Suzanne organizes the T-shirt booth and works
most of the day. She does a fantastic job getting
our T-shirts printed, and we give her heartfelt
thanks for her fine work.

Sheila Winters — Media

It’s thanks to Sheila that everyone knows about
the Festival. She works with broadcast and print
media representatives to get the word out about
when our festival is and what it’s all about. She’s
- always there 10 lend her talent in media relations.

Sheila is also the corresponding secretary of the

Friends of McIntosh.

And, as always, sincerest thanks go to the
Town and Residents of McIntosh for allowing
the Friends of McIntosh to have this beautiful
festival in the downtown area.

Did You Know?
The Friende of Melntosh donate booth epace

to all local organizations that want to have
fundraisere at the 1890 Fectival.

and Family Linda, Mark and

October 18,2008
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1890 Festival Patrons

Patrons support the Festival with their enthusiasm and financial support. Patrons do not
: : have to be members of Friends of McIntosh.

Alyce and Ben Ault Lalla and Dennis Gallagher Suzanne Stevens
Liz and Rich Beilock Beth and Barney Gardiner Eunice Smith
Carolyn and Hugh Brooks Nellie and Duane Jones Charlsie Stott
Joyce and George Crawford Alex and Rusty Kallenbach Marsha Strange
‘Eva Jo Callahan Margie Karow Kathy and Bruce Volling
Justin and Christine Damm Mary Ann Kelley Jean Willis
Susan and Fred Delrusso Paul Kelly . Laurie and Greg Willis

Beverly and Dave Dodder Wylene and Larry Pearson

Chris Kneidler Sheila and Jim Winters
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The Ciotti's changed the room that had been Miss
Mayme’s millinery shop into their dining room
and turned the old dining room the family room

.- with a conveniently placed bath and now adja-

cent to the kitchen.

The Ciottis sanded walls and floors, restored

all four fireplaces, wallpapered, painted and
trimmed the rooms. They turned the old upstairs
kitchen into a large walk-in closet, augmenting
the two small original closets. One of the old ar-
moires remained and is still used today in the
bedroom turned office.

Replacing the bathroom fixtures was a diffi-
cult decision as they were genuine antiques — but
they didn't work very well. Eventually Laurel
gave in and the Ciotti's modernized some fixtures
but retained the deep old claw foot bathtub and
old-fashioned sinks.

Asked what her favorite features of the house
are, Laurel replied, “ I love that we can see four
beautiful old churches from our yard. I never tire
of seeing the stained glass windows glowing. Our
splendid old trees are like a big green canopy and
every season is beautiful. Inside, I enjoy our tall
ceilings and the old hard wood floors and we still
have much of the original old wavy glass in our
twenty-two doors and windows.

Laurel now uses a third bedroom as a home
base for her business, Eclectica, a web-based
vintage and antique jewelry shop. Her successful
web business has been online for over ten years
and features gorgeous collectible and antique
jewelry from the 1800's through 1980.
(www.eclecticala.com) See ad in this 1ssue. Frank
Ciotti works for the State of Florida and keeps
busy with his duties as President of the McIntosh
Town Council. He enjoys serving the town and

S ThoMAs/CioTTi HOME, CONT’D FROM PAGE 1

working to maintain the unique quality of life in
historic McIntosh. All the Ciotti's love Gator
Sports and especially football season.

Laurel was among the first editors of the Sou-
venir Edition of McIntosh Gazette, and the fol-
lowing is excerpted from her article “Uninvited
Guests” in the 1987 Gazette. She knows about
this "visitor" personally although Laurel says she
does not believe in ghosts.

Another house has a resident ‘pacer,' a tireless

sort who will pace back and forth on the upstairs

_landing into the wee hours of the morning. The
measured, patient footsteps séem to be merely
biding time. Perhaps, waiting on a birth or death

to occur, or a loved one to return. -Houseguests

who ask their hostess, ‘Who is walking upstairs?'

are answered with a knowing smile and asugges-

tion to go up and have a look.

The Ciotti's enjoy living close to the open
space of the park and it's community activities.
"We always know what's going on, and we love

. watching the annual Easter Egg Hunt and when

Santa comes to the Park on the fire truck at
Christmas time as well as the 4th of July Inde-
pendence Day activities, the Bike Parade and the

~ Spring Garden Club Show and Sale. “We vote by

walking across the street to the Civic Center. It's
a nice central place to be," says Crotti. "I can't
imagine living anywhere else after these last 25
years."

The photo here and on the 2008 tee-shirt

.show the front of the Ciotti home much as it

looked when it was built. At Christmas, a life-
size vintage Santa waves from his balcony to all
passing by or visiting the park. And, if you pass
by any other day, you're sure to see Old Glory, a
seasonal flag or a UF Gator banner hanging
proudly from the balcony.

The Friends of MclIntosh give Special Thanks
to Town of McIntosh and its Residents =
for Opening the Town and Their Hearts to the 1890 Festival.

| Where in Melntoch?

Hitch your wagon to aefar . . - or

your horee to thie poct.

- Where can you find this hitching
~ post, just ready to hold your steed
. while you vieit the recidente of thic

charming two-ctory home.

Friends of McIntosh

President ... Chatlsie Stott
Vice President .......... Hugh Brooks
Rec. Secretary .....Joyce Crawford
Cor. Secretary ........Sheila Winters

Teasurer.....cuswssssons Bev Dodder

Historian ... Margie Karow

Directors .................Eunice Smith,
Jim Winters

The Friends of MclIntosh meet at
7:00 PM the first Tuesday of the

" month at the Historic McIntosh
Depot.

Mcintosh Gazette

- If you like
the photo of the
Thomas/Cioftti house
with the
 horse and carriage
in the front . ..

... you’ll LOVE
the 2008 Festival T-Shirt

$12.00

T-Shirts are available
af the [nformation Booth
near the corner of 7th St. and Ave. F

. Go Together
Like a Horse and Carriage

LAsS TOMPKINS LOVES CLYDESDALE HORSES:

she’s been working with them for forty years. One day
she said to herself, “Wouldn't it be cute if there were

- pony sized Clydesdales?” For Lass, to think is to act.

Fifteen years later Lass had her Clydesdale Lights.
These mini-Clydesdales, arrived at by breeding
Clydesdale and miniature horses, are true pony size
(14.2 hands high) and have the bay body and feathery
white socks and blaze so characteristic of Lass’s fa-
vorite horse. And, true to Lass’s breeding practices,
their attitudes are great.” Ponies are known for their
pulling ability and these little fellows can pull three
and a half times their own weight. (And no,they don’t
play football.) Ms. Tompkins regularly rents out het
services as driver with her. Clydesdales and vintage

carriages for special occasions and events, such as
weddings and anniversaries.

Briar Patch Farm

Lass Tompkins

{lydesdales and Carriages For Lease

(352) 591-2121







