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Welcome to the historic Victorian
town of Mclntosh, and to the 1890s

Festival! | ,

Our small community is a blend of Southern
cultures, with many founders, some of Scottish
descent, coming to this area from South Carolina,
Georgia and Kentucky after the end of the Civil War.

Mclntosh, a town that takes its name from its
founding member, Col. John H. McIntosh, has been
listed on the National Register of Historic Places since
1981, and exhibits a fine example of preservation and
restoration. :

Col. McIntosh was a member of a pioneer family -
that settled in south Georgia and north Florida in the
early 1800s. Col. McIntosh came to north Florida from
St. Mary's, GA and homesteaded on part of the land

‘mass which was originally a section of the Arrendondo
Land Grant from the King of Spain. According to the
journals of George Houston, 1831, McIntosh “squatted
here and made sugar along the branch,” and his old sugar
house was later owned by O.D. Huff, a successful
citrus grower.

McIntosh became an important stop on the Florida
Southern Railroad, with farmers from miles around
shipping their produce — mostly cotton, okra, corn,
tomatoes and cucumbers — to Northern cities. The loss
of the railroad in 1940 altered the town's growth, but
the depot has been restored and now serves as an

important historic museum, with a wealth of Florida
history dating back to 1890. The carriage house, to the
right of the depot, has been restored as well, but is not

- open to the public.

Words of Hearty Appreciation

All of the Friends of Mcintosh have put forth
their best efforts to insure that the
Mcintosh 1890s Festival continues to be a
well-loved and anticipated event for visitors,
residents and vendors. We hope you enjoy what we have

worked all year to provide, '

and we thank you for your for patronage of
the 1890s Festival!

Horse and buggy days in old McIntosh, circa 1900

DATE OF NEXT 1890s FESTIVAL: OCTOBER 20, 2007

~



The Friends of McIntosh Honor Our Miss Helen

Helen Schorfhaar and her sister
Betty McKoon lived together in the
historic railroad hotel in McIntosh
for 25 years. Betty purchased the
property in 1950, and ranit as a
hotel for 15 years. After they closed
the hotel, it remained as a family
residence. They were known as the
Ladies of the Hotel, and were two
of the original members of the
Friends of McIntosh. In fact, many
of the first meetings held by the
Friends of McIntosh were
graciously hosted by Miss Helen
and Miss Betty in their large living
room, serving tea and scones to all
the members. They were faithful
members of the Christian Church
here, and dedicated much of their

time and effort to the 1890s Festival, /&
often feeding festival staff in their 8
big kitchen and opening their hotel
for tours on festival day. Helen was
tickled when the Friends of
McIntosh dedicated the McKoon-

Hopwood Mini-Park to her family. Many of the current

residents still remember Helen, and are curious about
her. ‘ _

We are happy to report that Miss Helen, who was
born in Nairn, Scotland on December 14, 1905, happily

celebrated her 100th birthday this past year, with over 90

of her family and friends in attendance. Helen is now
living in Coldwater, Michigan, with her son, Alan,
daughter-in-law Mary Ann and her 94-year-old brother,
"Hap" Hopwood.

Helen Schorfhaar, 2005

Helen's family immigrated to
Canada in 1920 and then to the
United States in the 1930s.
Helen married
Henry Schorfhaar and they
purchased a dairy farm in the
Greenbush Township of
Michigan in 1937. They both
worked the farm, without the
benefit of modern-day
equipment, and raised five
children. Henry died in 1976,
and Helen moved to McIntosh
to be with her sister, Betty, who
owned the 1890s-era hotel (still

standing, across from the
McIntosh Post Office). Betty
passed away in 2000.

Helen says that she reads,
exercises and drinks one glass of
wine a day: She is very proud of
her four sons, one daughter, 13
erandchildren and 25 great-
grandchildren. And, The
Friends of McIntosh would like
to extend their long-distance
shouts of “Happy Birthday — and Many More”
and to wish our lovely and vibrant Miss Helen the
best.

— Thanks to the Alcona County Review, Harfisville, Michigan, for information
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: h started Light U gather to celebrate the season as a community. The
Mclntosh! as a par? oxcgvrelat;?for everyone%co talfe part  Lion's Club of McIntosh brings Santa to the party for
in beautifying our town during the festive holiday the chlldrfen. The Friends of Mclntosh sincerely thank
season, and to win prizes for their efforts. Each yearit — the Seedlings Garden Club and the Lion's Club of
has grown and the Seedlings Garden Club, based Mclntosh for helping to bring the spirit of Christmas

here in Mclntosh, joins us by providing refreshments to McIntosh. Here are the winners of the Light Up
agfcllrécoratioc;fs fér the Con}irﬁunity C%nter, where we  Mclntosh! celebration, December 17, 2005:

First Pla ce,
Business:
Merrily

Bed & Breakfast

Second Place:
Sportsman Cove

Third Place:

Mclntosh Medical
Clinic

Fourth Place:
Van Horn Antigues

First Place,
Mobile Home
Jaime Huckins

Second Place:
Guy Fortney

Third Place:
Brandi Starr Wade

Fourth Place:
Bill & Jean Corbus

First Place,
One-Story Home:
Dan & Mickey Rosser

Second Place:
John Sapp

Third Place:
Sean Dowie

- Fourth Place: - |, Sl
Al & Dorothy Bryan - 4

I T T

Hugh Brooks, filling in for President Charlsie Stott. Hugh Brooks, center, stands with Dan &
‘hands over the First Place Business ribbon to 3 Mickey Rosser, winners of the First Place One-
Mitzi Roess for Merrily Bed & Breakfast. ' ! Story Home ribbon.

First Place,

Two-Story Home:
- W. W. Walkup

Second Place:
Bill & June Glass

Third Place:
The Eastman Family

s Fourth Place:
Loohs Bt a0y Frank & Laurel Ciotti
Jaime Huckins and his wife, Laurie, stand in front

of their decorated home, which won the First Place and ribbon for First Place Two-Story Home.
Mobile Home ribbon.

Oucr Newt Colelnation of Light Up McIntosh!

éd Decesmsben 76, 2006




The Llama Mama

Kathi Volling, co-owner of Volling Valley Ranch with her
TR : ] =1 husband Bruce, takes
her babies seriously.

The sprawling 17-acre
farm just outside of the
city limits on CR320 has
lots of babies, too.
There have been seven
llama babies born at the
farm, the most recent
being Summer's Spots,
this little cutie shown at
left. Llama babies are
called cria, and her real
mom and dad are

Summer Snow and
| Pizzaz.

It hasn't been easy for
the Vollings. The farm
they purchased in 2001
: was hit hard by the last
two seasons of hurricanes, turning the picturesque land into
a full-blown lake for a while. "We lost two llamas last year, -
including a baby, and the year before we lost three. It will
take us time to build our herd back up," says Kathi. But, they
are both persistant. "We would like to do more with lamas
to show people how wonderful they are," she goes on to say.
"For example, they protect goats and sheep from predators.
They can pull a cart. They need very little land, and they're
easy to keep. Plus, they're fun to hug!," she laughs.

Of course, with that many acres, Kathi's love for animals
also lets her keep three horses, three dogs, five cats and a
rabbit as well as their seven llamas.

~ Bruce and Kathi have been married for 26 years and have
three children, all living in Florida. Bruce Volling retired
from the Boca Raton Police Department and Kathi works as
the office manager for the Horse Protection Association of
Florida, a non-profit horse rescue agency located about six
miles from McIntosh on CR 320. '

the llamas
at Volling
Valley Ranch.

WHERE AR THEY NOW?

The Friends of McIntosh are proud to offer annual
scholarships every year of $1,000 to local students who excel
in their academic studies and are planning to attend college.
Many times, we lose track of these wonderful students, and
look forward to hearing how our donations helped them
achieve their goals. :

Former PK Yonge student -
Jessica Rhodes, who is now
living in Keystone Heights,
wrote the Friends of Mclntosh

to let us know that she
graduated from high school in
1998 and used her scholarship
to attend the University of
North Florida in Jacksonville,
where she graduated with a
degree in Sports Management
in 2002. She played on the
UNF's softball team for four
years. Jessica is now a teacher
at Keystone Heights High
School, where she also coaches | _
the girls' basketball team and | ©= = “288 L o
ﬁ}?ﬁfozc;og aﬁf_:gzag at;e};m. Jessica Anrn Rhodes, 1998
Marquart, also a UNF graduate with an electrical
engineering degree, now working for Clay Electric. They are
expecting their first child in May.

" Again, I would like to thank the Friends of Mclntosh for
believing in me and awarding me their scholarship. You have
helped so many young people get a head start on their college and =
life careers. It is a wonderful thing you do. Thank you.” '
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The Carriage House

In the 1920s and 1930s, the J.K. Christian Packing
House was used to store merchandise for his
mercantile store in McIntosh. It was also used to store
fruits and vegetables shipped from the :
McIntosh /Orange Lake area on the Atlantic Coast Line
Railroad. After the warehouse was no longer needed
due to the elimination of the railroad route, it has been
used for many purposes, from general storage and the
manufacture of boat trailers to, most recently, an art
studio. It is known as the Carriage House, and still
houses many privately-owned antique horse carriages.

The Friends of McIntosh purchased the old
warehouse from Jack and Peggy Steele in 1987, and
have spent a considerable amount of money and time
to restore the building back to its original charm. Many

restorations have been done to the windows, floors,
walls, roof and doors.

The J. K. Christian
Packing House, before
purchase and repairs.

The Carriage House as it
stands today, after extensive
restoration work by the
Friends of McIntosh.

Photo by David Dodder

The Train Depo

The historic McIntosh Train Depot, once a booming
train stop along the Florida Southern and Atlantic
Coast Line Railroads, now serves as the primary
meeting place for the Friends of McIntosh, and houses
many items of memorabilia pertaining to the history of
McIntosh.

After the loss of the railroad route in 1940, the town
of McIntosh began to lose much of its business and
tourist trade, and residents either moved to find
employment or stayed and struggled to keep their
homes and businesses intact. The old Depot, no longer
needed, fell into disrepair until the Friends of

Mclntosh was begun by concerned residents, who
made it their primary purpose to preserve the history
of McIntosh. They purchased the old Depot and
restored it. :

The Train Depot, before
restoration.

The Train Depot today, as a museum containing priceless

T Meclntosh history and the meeting place for the Friends of
Photo by David Dodder ! Meclntosh.
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