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JHcIntosh, Florida Coition

Walk Bazl—( in Time
at 1890s Festival

CHEAD MILE FAILTE. (A hundred thousand
welcomes.) What a charming blend of Gaelic
and Southern hospitality---a combination
that speaks for the Scottish origins of

the McIntosh and other clans of many of

our ancestors and the Southern hospital-
ity that has graced McIntosh from its
earliest days to the present time.

The "Friends of McIntosh" and the res-
idents of our town welcome you to the nine-
teenth annual 1890’s Festival, an event
that was created to help finance the special
character of our small Victorian town.

The McIntosh Historical District was
formed in 1984 when 72 structures, repre-—
sentative of the period from 1880 to 1940
were placed on the National Register of
Historic places. McIntosh was placed in
nomination by the State of Florida,
Division of Archives and History, and
approved by the federal government on the
grounds that McIntosh is the most compre-
hensive and best preserved Victorian rail-
road district in the state.

Today, for six enchanted hours, our
community of McIntosh will share this heri-
tage with all of you. We welcome you to
stroll down narrow streets under a canopy
of century old live oaks, immerse yourself
in the Victorian charm of our.town and allow
the magic of the past to carry you back in
time to the 1890’s.
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Grt. 23, 1993

ENTERTAINMENT SCHEDULE
McIntosh 1890‘’s Festival
October 23, 1993
Entertainment Chairman
Bill "Fingers" Munroe

Masters of Ceremony
Otis Boggs & Jim Finch
WLUS 98 Radio

In the park

11:00 AM Grand Parade
(See back page for route)
Il 2 () Bill Bailey’s Goodtime Band

12:00 Rev. Dr. James Wells (Piano/Vibes)
12:30 Goodtime Band featuring Jim Wells
12345 Sing-A-Long (Delores & Stan)
1:00 Ragtime Flutes of Cantabile Duo
1:15 Barbergatror Chorus, Dir: Stan Harris

Quartets:Mixed Blessings & Rough Draft
1:40 Sweet Adelines Chorus
Co-directors:Beth Ripple & Diane Shirley
Quartets:Thurs. Night Live & After Hours

2:00 Tampa Pipe Band
2:21.0 The Gospel Heirs
2:40 Curt Oxford, Gospel Soloist
S EIHE Mitzi Roess "Light Opera"
3= 30 Gainesville Civic Chorusters
4:00 Raffle Drawing
4:10 , Angelina, "The Polka Queen"

In the Mini-Park Gazebo

Jason Nyberg, Organist
Sponsored by Parramore Music
(of Ocala and Gainesville)

At the Carriage House

‘Marty Schuman
Autoharp Champion

At the Hotel

Banjo Jack Wilkerson
' Al Meyers

At the Depot under the 0l1d Oak Tree

Barbershoppers Gathering Site
(Open mike-Join us in song!)
-plus-

Delores Stanton
Ken Bettencourt
Lee Britt & Bobbie Fraize

FRONT OF THE HOTEL
12:30 p.m. . . . Sundancers & Sundance Kids
: Cloggers
2:00 p.m. . . Sundancers & Sundance Kids
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STARTING POINT - The Depot

BIG McCOY TRAINS IN McINTOSH STATION

This year, big McCoy electric trains
will be running circles inside the old
McIntosh railroad station. These are 2 1/8
inch wide standard gauge trains made by McCoy
Manufacturing, a family business in Kent,
Washington. They are the same size as the
largest Lionel and American Flyer trains that
were made before World War II.

The engineer will be Nelson Williams, a
retired teacher and lawyer from Floral City.
He is a founder of the Citrus Model Railroad
Club, and writes for the national magazines of
the Train Collectors  Association (TCA), the
Toy Train Operating Society (TTOS), the American
Flyer Collectors Club, and the Lionel Collectors
Clubs of America.

In the past several years, Williams showed
all the big freight trains Lionel made from
1901 to 1942 at the McIntosh station. He still
runs his first Lionel train which he got for
Christmas, 1937. His collection has freight cars
by almost every manufacturer of standard gauge
in the 20th century.

His string of McCoy TCA cars was finally
completed this year. Thus you can see the McCoy
passenger set with its steam engine, the McCoy
freight cars behind a big Olympian electric loco-
motive, and the "Black Diamond" short line
freight. This is a string of very small work
cars, between the "Little Chief" engine and a
little red caboose that plays "I‘ve been
working on the railroad."

: Bob and Margaret McCoy, with the help of

Bob, Jr., have built more wide gauge trains since
1965 than Lionel and all other manufacturers.
These are reviewed in a recent book by Mark
Horne, The McCOY STORY: From a chicken coop

to model trains. Williams will show a San
Francisco cable car like that on the book’s cover,
and other mementos of a visit to the McCoy
factory in 1985. :

Don‘t miss the chance to see these trains run
in the McIntosh station. Although no real trains
run past the station any more, Williams’ first
visit to it decades ago was to pick up his
daughter after a "field trip" from Gainesville
to McIntosh by train.
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ALL OF THE EVENTS ARE FREE TO THE
PUBLIC, AND WE URGE YOU TO VISIT THE
OLD RAILROAD DEPOT AND STEP BACK IN
TIME...

EARLY MODEL TRAINS . . .. ...... Shown by:
Nelson G. Williams, a labor lawyer

and retired teacher living in
: Floral City, Florida
DISPLAY OF VICTORIAN |
COSTUMES . . ... .. By: Sharon Taylor of Ocala
CHILDREN’S STORY HOUR
By: Dick and Marge Pierson
ART EXHIBIT . . . By: Anna F. Shaw (Local Artist)
ANTIQUE AUTOMOBILE DISPLAY

ENJOY OTHER CHILDREN’S ACTIVITIES in and

----------

-------

around the DEPOT

WANTED
Donations of Railroad
Memorabilia for the
[_)epot Museum. Write
Friends of Mclntosh, Inc.
P.O.Box 1890
MclIntosh, Florida 32664
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Best wishes on your 1890's festival

Now Is A Good Time To Visit
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Amazing
Place To
Shop

e Christmas Trees
e Ornaments

° Antiques
e Christmas Trees
& Lights
e Garlands & Wreaths
e Candles & Ribbons
e Porcelain Dolls
- ® Tree Toppers
e Flowers
e Unusual Gifts

With One Of
America’s Great
Model Railroad

Layouts!

It's A Beautiful Drive,

Just 20 Minutes South

of Gainesville on I-75
Exit 72

Phone 904-591-2001

Open
7 Days A Week
D:30-5:30
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SEAMS OF TIME AND PLACE

For many years now Betty McKoone has graciously
opened the old McIntosh Hotel to visitors on
1890’s day. Who is Betty? How did she come to
be in this place? o

Betty was born to a Scottish clan named
Hopwood on May 5, 1903. When she was 17 here family
left Nairn, Scotland and immigrated to Metagama,
Quebec. There was her father, William George;
mother, Mary McNeil; sisters Margaret (Mae) and
Helen; brothers, John, Ernie and Alfred
George (Happy). Times were hard than and the
depression had already settled over the Canadian
economy. Their father scarcely reached Quebec
before he passed away. All the children old
enough looked for work to help sustain the family.

At the behest of friends, Betty and Mae
moved to Cleveland, Ohio. As soon as they found
jobs and were settled in a house they sent for
their mother and the rest of the family.

Betty eventually married George Schorfhaar
and gave birth to two sons. Twelve years later her
sister Helen married George’s brother, Henry, and
the two families lived on adjoining farms in
Michigan. Their children grew up. Betty and George
lost one son in a tragic accident. George’s health
started failing and upon the advice of his doctor
the family sold their farm and moved to
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida, away from the cold northern \
weather. In 1949, just six months after moving

to Florida, George passed away. %;\ A ”; -+

Betty and her son, Larry, were on their A - L
way home to Ft. Lauderdale from a trip to $§n2§ & {
Michigan when they stopped in McIntosh to spend St e |

the night with friends of the family. Their
friends had a full house and at their suggestion
Betty and Larry spent the night at the McIntosh
Hotel. That was 1950 and Mrs. Annie Mae Burry
was owner and operator of the Hotel at that time.
The Hotel was a thriving concern and many a
bed had to be made and many a biscuit had to be
baked. Annie Mae’s parents, Lilla and J.R. Thomas,
were gravely ill and needed her care. Upon finding
that Betty was interested in investing in Florida
real estate, Annie Mae offered to sell her the Hotel.
The rest, as they say, is history.







