Gather Ye One Today
Rosebuds is Worth
While Ye May. a Z Two Tomorrows.

,ﬂ{:%_inah, Floriter

The "Friends of McIntosh" and the resi-
dents of our town welcome you to the Four-
teenth Annual 1890's Festival, an event that
was created to help finance the special char-
acter of our small Victorian town.

We welcome the opportunity to share with
you, the charm of our village and hope that
you will admire, as we do, the lovely Victo-
rian architecture, the picturesque narrow
streets shaded by ancient oak trees, and the
special ambience that has survived here
amid the hustle and bustle of the twentieth
century.

Tour of Homes

We are pleased to open three homes for your
inspection this year. Youmay visitarecently

restored "cracker house", a turn of the cen-
tury cottage, and a two-story, Victorian
farmhouse. Hosts and hostesses will be on
hand to answer your questions. Also open
for your perusal, are all four historic
churches, and the McIntosh depot.

At the depot, you may view a model train
exhibit and an art exhibition by Robert C.
Skelly, Professor of Art and Graphic Design,
at the University of Florida. His drawings,
woodcuts, and paintings have been exhib-
ited nationally in one person, invitational,
and competitive showings.

It's a busy day of entertainment, tours, an
endless bazaar, and lots of good food. But,
take the time to study our special buildings
and reflect upon the sturdy folks who
planned, built, and maintained the special
character of our little Victorian town.
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" FANTASICAL QUIDDITIES
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T BEY 11:00 GRAND PARADE

ONSTAGE & HIGHLY INTERESTING
INTHE PARK

11:30 The Remarkable CFCC DIXIELAND i
BAND I

Exhilarating Concert by NORTH !
MARION HIGH SCHOOL BAND 2

. ik
BT 12:30 Amazing Dog Team Exibition by the -
/ Marion - Alachua D.T.A. % s
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/ 1:00 Outrageous JONGLEUR JUGGLERS
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: fl 1:30 If you missed it the First Time CFCC I
| DIXIELAND JAZZ BAND

2:00 The World Renouned Tampa Pipe Band

2:30 The Mystical "Spanish Oak Rockers"  [#
Kazoo Band

3:00 Remarkable Burr Oak Singers Concert
3:45 Highly Anticipated Festival Quilt Raffle
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4:00 The Inspirational Crossroad Gospel
Singers

AT THE HOTEL -

AT THE DEPOT

FOOT STOMPIN' CLOGGING LAVISH MODEL TRAIN EXHIBIT
by the ' MEMORABLE ART EXHIBIT
SUNDANCERS & SUNDANCE KIDS Toe-Tappin BLUE RIVER BAND 1:00, 2:00 & 3:00
12:30 & 2:00 "Kindred Spirits” PUPPET PATROL
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A reconstruction worker, traveling through Florida in 1865,
reported the scenic beauty of a lake in north-central Florida
which was surrounded by wild orange trees. The oranges
were hard and bitter, but so numerous that he estimated the
number of trees at 20,000. The wild oranges from "Orange
Lake" and other locales were grafted, budded and cultivated
by settlers, in time, producing a sweet, golden fruit which
thrived in the warm sun and well-drained soil.

As the commercial importance of oranges increased, the
opening of Mr. Flagler's railroad and several books about the
state brought tourism to Florida. Sidney Lanier's The Scen-
ery, Climate and History of Florida, promotion for the Great
Atlantic Railway, and Harriet Beecher Stowe's Palmetto
Leaves, were written in such a delightful way that readers
were captivated. Naturalists wrote about the wonderful
climate, exotic landscape, abundant wildlife, and year-
round growing season. Tourists boarded the "Flying
Cracker" and came to Florida to see the wonders they read
about. The sight of orange groves, laden with fruit in the
winter was impressive. Many visitors decided to stay and
plantcitrus. Northernersleft their factory jobsand long, cold
winters behind and packed their families off tq the land of
bud and bloom, fruit and prosperity.

The orange industry had become big business by the 1890's.
In 1893, a dozen oranges cost a nickle. You could purchase a
bushel for 50 cents anywhere in Marion County. Packing
house workers earned 4 cents a box for packing, or 5 cents a

box if the oranges were wrapped in tissue paper. A skilled
packer could earn $2.30 a day. Trainloads of fruit were

shipped north to sell for $1.20 a box.

By 1893, a good acre of orange trees produced an income of
$500-$800. A mature 30 acre grove might net the owner
upwards of $20,000 per year, an enormous amount of money
in those times! In the 1880's, land could still be purchased for
$2-$5 and acre, but by 1895, was more likely to cost around
$75.00 per acreif it was suitable for orange groves, add to that
another $25 to $50 per acre to clear for planting. A mature
grove cost from $500-$1000 per acre and was well worth the

"KING ORANGE"
] AND the KINGDOM of the SUN LAY

by LAUREL CIOTTI

way. Aletter dated January 4, 1895, described the first of two
disastrous freezes which would leave an indelible mark on
the area’s citrus production:

"Jack Frost spread himself over Florida. Icefrozean
inch thick in our shack; coldest since 1835 (sixty
years). Some people saw ice for the first time.
Rather a cooling sight- 3,000,000 boxes of oranges
frozen on the trees, and rattling in the wind. It was
cold only two nights, and only half the orange crop
had been gathered. Ten Million dollars will not
cover all the loss in trees, truck fruit, freight, labor,
etc., but what is done is ‘did’."”

In January of 1895, the Florida Southern Railroad sent a full
carload of seeds, (gratis), stopping at all north-central Flor-
ida stations. The free seed, a charitable act designed to
encourage new landowners from leaving and help them
through the winter months ahead, would also help insure
futurefreightand passenger trans portfor therailroad. Hope
was rekindled briefly until the second hard freeze slid into
Marion County early morning on February 7th. The destruc-
tion was complete. The groves were rendered worthless and
planters were ruined. Entire communities were wiped out
and families headed back up north or further south to the
warmer climes which never froze. Those who stayed, re-
planted a few groves, but the major emphasis would switch

to vegetables such as squash, corn and beans, or winter
strawberries.

In Miami later that week, a widow named Julia Tuttle,

snipped from an orange treein her garden, a green twig with
white blooms, and sent it to Mr. Flagler in St. Augustine,
together with an invitation to extend his railroad to Biscayne
Bay. Four months later, Flagler was making plans to expand
his railroad to Miami and build a resort. South Florida

became the boom area of the state and laid daim to
“King Orange".
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cost. You could expect a
tree to bear fruit in only
three years, and in 1893, the
annual growth of one tree
was measured at an as-
tounding eleven feet.

Fortunes were being made
from "King Orange" in
north-central Florida until
the devastating freezes of
1894-1895. Freight trains
from the north arriving in
Marion county on Decem-
ber 28, 1894, had heavy,
deep snow packed on the
topsofthe cars. (By thetime
the trains arrived in Tampa,
most of the snow had been
used up for snowballs!)
Surely, this display tipped
off the grove owners of the
bitter cold headed their
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VICTUALS
and
DELECTABLES

In The Park...

BBQ Chicken Dinners
w/ all the trimmings.

In the Mini-Park...
Greek Restaurant al fresco

Concessions & Specialities
Sausage & Biscuits
Hamburgers & Hot Dogs
‘BBQ Pork Sandwiches
Baked Potato Bar

Afterthoughts & Sweet Treats

Baked Goods Popcorn
Funnel Cakes Ice Cream
Boiled Peanuts Cotton Candy

Old Fashioned Lemmonade
Coffee, Iced Tea & Sodas

GARY’S MARKET

CHOICE WESTERN BEEF

Jerry & Brenda Harris 904-591-1435

Sportsmans Cove
P.O. Box 107, Avenue “F" and 2nd St.
Mclintosh, FL 32664

GROCERIES AND PRODUCE

P.O. BOX 626
ORANGE LAKE, FL.
(904) 591-2814

GARY P. GODIN
OWNER

The ““old smoothies’ play easy listening/dance
music 1,2,3 pc band demo & ref. available call

pianist Bill “fingers’” Monroe 373-0849 4044 ’
S.W. 13th St. Suite 104. 8-24-1-9

Stay a Day, Week or Lifetime

Fish Camp - RV Park = Mobiie Home Park
Lodging - Bait - Tackle - Ice - Gas, ., ..
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Benjamin *

Moore
PAINTS

#1in QUALITY AND SERVICE

For wood siding, trim,
shingles and masonry

MOORGLO
Latex House & Trim Paint
B Distinctive
soft-gloss finish

Central Paint Stores, Inc.

636 N.W. 13th STREET
GAINESVILLE, FLORIDA 32601

B Fade-resistant
colors

B Soap & water
clean-up

(904) 376-1281
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Bank Bright In McIntosh!

Mclntosh Office 101 E. Avenue F « (904) 591-1243

- MARJORIE KINNAN RAWLING'S

THE SECRET RIVER

is now available 32 years since it’s first printing, this
being the rarest of her works, it’s the only
CHILDREN’S BOOK she wrote, _Illustrated .by
Leonard Weisgard, it’s hardbound in top quality
materials, Illustrated binding and facsmile dust
jacket of first edition, $11.45 1nc1u£1es tax and
postage, Send orders to: SAN MARCO
BOOKSTORE - 1971 SAN MARCO BLVD. -
JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32207, PHONE

904-396-7597

BANKING HOURS

Lobby:

Monday - Thursday
Friday

Drive-In:

Monday - Thursday
Friday

SunBank 24: Qpen

Yam. todpm.
Yam. to 6 pm.

8am to4 pm.

gam tobpm

24 hours a day. seven days a week.

B34N

The bright way to bank.

Member FINC/E: LORS Sun Banks, Inc
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FOURTEENTH ANNUAL
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The Neal - Blinn House
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In 1893, John S. Neal finished construction of his second B o
house in McIntosh. His first, built on the site of the Nor- | T .@OS.
sworthy house, was burned to the ground after being struck : e
by lightening. A photo, taken in 1895, shows the new house, =

seemingly in "the middle of nowhere", with only a few scrub = , J’
palms on the half block of fenced property: with the Neals; . f
John, his wife Lulu, and children Barkley and Hattie stand- || | - g '
ing proudly before it. R

=

John died in 1917, and Lulu only four years later. Miss Hattie, [
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age 30 and her brother continued to live at home. When i
Barkley took a wife, Miss Hattie didn't like it at all and 2
continued to live in the house with the couple until 1937,

when Barkley died and his wife went back to Jacksonville. i
Hattie was alone now with a big house and yard to tend. She oy

would never marry. She grew, sadly, into a reclusive old
woman, living a sheltered existence in a dark, foliage cov-
ered house. After breaking her hip, concerned friends
moved her into a retirement home in Ocala, where she died
in 1978, at age 87. In her will, Miss Hattie bequeathed the
house to the Christian Church.

=

When Ginger Blinn purchased the house in 1980, it was all
but obscured from view by overgrown:ligustum, azaleas. |
bamboo and vines. After "extensive pruning" and many
truckloads of refuse were hauled from the lot, the dinge of
years of neglect was erased by fresh paint, newly stripped
floors, and totally new plumbing and electric wiring.
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On one of Hattie Neal's trips home from Kentucky, she brought with her, a seedling crepe myrtle, wrapping its roofs in wet
newspaper, and tucking it under her seat fot the journey. That tree, which dominates the front of the house, is now listed on
the State of Florida's registry as the largest crepe myrtle in Florida.

Ginger and her daughters, Dawn and Kim will be happy to answer your questions as you tour the house. "I"m still surprised
when people ask me if the house is finished", says Ginger. "It's not, and I can't see that it ever will be - that's the fun of it. I
don't see that as discouraging, but rather as something to look forward to." Flowers by The Flower Basket of Reddick

The Farnbach - Allen House %M

This nostalgic house was built at least 74 years ago by Issac Erreth Farnbach and his wife, Ruth. Originally, built to contain
four rooms and front and back porches, it has had several rooms added over the years to accomodate growing families.
Original owner, Ruth Farnbach, still lives close by in Boardman, and has recently celebrated her 95th birthday! She and her
daughter, Hazel, age 73, who was born in the house, both hold many fond memories of this old-fashioned home.

Cu_rrfent-owners , William & Alice, purchased the house in 1985, and have just recently moved from Rhode Island. Alice enjoys
refinishing furmtl.lre and collecting oriental rugs. At press time, she was struggling to unpack well over a hundred boxes from
the move. Knowing how busy she has been, we thank her for participating in the tour this year.

Thehouseis nestl;ed inalargelot, shaded by old oaks, bordered in the north by the spring-water creek. Until the freeze, several
years ago, the house was surrounded by fragrant orange trees. Inside you can admire the cozy, country decor-a 90 ;rear old
sofa in the parlor, the oak dining room furniture, and antique pie safe, the charming window seat, and all the comfortable
touches that makeahousea home. In thekitchen you will find a very old butcher block and the ori ginal glass-front cupboards.

f\s you lefwe, takeamoment to linger on the porch and catch the last breezes of summer. Don't you wish you could settle down
in the swing and stay just a while longer?

Flowers by Jan’s Flower Shop of Ocala

Compiitx‘nents ARCHWAY Powe's Compliments
FLORIST Apcijies = Jowos
BAYTREE SHOP & KINGSWOOD | Flewer Shop
ANTIQUES of Collccaillas NURSERY of
MICANOPY OCALA (Neclncosh OCALA Ocala







