The empty vegse]
makeg the

8reatest sound

One gives nothing
so liberally
as advice

McINTOSH GAZETTE

McIntosh, Florida FINAL EDITION October 25, 1986

WELCOME TO THE THIRTEENTH
ANNUAL 1890°S  FESTIVAL

<4 \

Welcome to the historic town of McIn-
tosh and our Thirteenth Annual 1890’s-
Festival. We invite you to exploreone of the
finest concentrations of nineteenth and
early twentieth century homes, churches
and buildings in the state. . :

Stroll down narrow streets under a can-
opy of century old live oaks and reminisce
about a time when life was less complex —
a time when people depended on the land
and each other. Immerse yourself in the
Victorian charm of our town, a small rail-
road community that has remained virtu-
ally unchanged for a century. '

ENTERTAINMENT SCHEDULE
1890’s FESTIVAL

October, 25, 1986
11:00 a.m. Grand Parade

CIVIC CENTER

Dan Sharp, Master of Ceremonies
Bill “Fingers” Monroe, Piano Man

12:00 noon North Marion High School

. Band Concert S
12:30 p.m Announcements 2N -
1:00 p.m. Tampa Pipe Band C
2:00 p.m. Jongleur Jugglers
2:45 p.m. Appreciat(iion Ceremony for y Ourag e
- Colin Lindsey - -
3:00 p.m. Big Sun Chorus of Ocala, . One may possess physwal courage, so that in
and Barbershop Quartets. times of danger, a railroad accident, a steamboat
3:45 p.m. Festival Quilt Raffle collision or a runaway horse, the heart will not be
4:00 p.m. Dennis Stowe, variety of music daunted or the cheek paled: while on the other
_ McINTOSH HOTE]L, hand, one may be morally brave, not afraid to
12_:;3 p.m. ls’erfgrmané?s by the : speak a word for the right in season, though \
gt Bmd e e eandithe unwelcome, to perform a disagreeable duty
unflinchingly or to refuse to do a wrong act, and
DEPOT . 3 1 »
Burr Oak Singers yet be a physical coward, trembling and terrified
Aé}RP %lil(i)rus in a thunderstorm, timid in the dark, and even
ony es

scream at the sight of a mouse.

Courage, both moral and physical, is one of the
finest attributes of character, and both can be cul-
tivated and gained if desired and sought after.
Some girls think it interesting and attractive tobe -
terrified at insects, and will shriek with fright if
they happen to be chased a few rods by a flock of
geese, but they will only excite laughter and do not
gain the admiration which a bravegirl, who thisis
to help herself, would deserve.

by Mrs. E.C. Blakeslee 1890)

More Surprises!

ENDLESS BAZAAR
Antiques, Crafts, Foods
Candle Making, Weaving,

Basket Making
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by Ray Washington
McIntosh is in at least one sense rather typical
of most Florida communities. It began as a

planned community — a kind of 19th Century

subdivision conceived of by an out-of-state land
developer who platted out homesites and peddled
them to other out-of-staters tired of snow and ice.
In that sense, McIntosh is part of a grand Florida
tradition that got its start in the 1880s and con-
tinues down to the present day with such land
development companies as General Development
and Deltona and Arvida still selling lots to cold
outsiders. : :

The first American to own this land was a Balti-
more merchant named Neamiah Brush who
acquired his holdings from Don Fernando de la
Maza Arredondo, a Havana merchant, who hadin
turn acquired the land as a grant from the King of
Spain in the years before Florida became a United
States Territory.

During the first two decades after Florida
became part of the United States in 1821, the
peninsula portion remained largely unsettled,
except by Seminole Indians. By the 1840s, when
the Indians had largely been removed by deporta-
tion or death at the hands of U.S. troops sent to
Florida to drive them out, development of the
peninsula began in earnest, but in these last years
before the Civil War the federal and state govern-
ments disposed of millions of acres, with the result
that Florida lands were plentiful and cheap or

- even free.

The heirs of Neamiah Brush in these years
received many offers for their lands, and sold
some of them, but they were not content to let their
father’s legacy go cheaply. A Florida governor
tried to buy the two sections that now comprise the
town of McIntosh for about $20 an acre — many
times the original price — but the heirs held out for
more, to their later regret. By the time the Civil
War was underway, land could hardly be sold at
all.

During the war and well into the reconstruction
that followed land prices remained depressed. But
Reconstruction in Florida ended in 1877, and
those who managed to hold onto theirlands began
to make fortunes. In the early 1880s, the Florida
Southern Railroad antotunced’ its ‘intention of
opening an “Orange Belt Route,” which would
traverse the Brush lands. Charles Brush, the
administrator of his father’s estate, filed a p1.at
creating a community he called McIntosh. He dis-
patched an agent to begin selling lots. The lots
sold well. When Charles Brush fell ill, his brother-
In-law, Eugene Van Ness, promptly filed another
plat, with smaller lots promising even greater
profits. Van Ness printed pamphlets promoting
the sale of these lots, and these were circulated
around the country. Within a few years, McIntosh
was a settled village

For the most part, those who purchased lots in
MclIntosh were not wealthy speculators, but,
rather, unexceptional middle class residents of
other states who wanted to live in Florida. Many
of them were from Kentucky. They brought with
them their own housing designs and ways of liv-
ing. By the 1890s they had largely formed the
character of the town.

_ McIntosh in the 1890s was a prosperous farm-
ing village shipping vegetables and citrus to

northern markets by rail. The commercial center -
of the town developed adjacent to the railroad. The
residential part of town developed west of the rail-
road, away from the mosquito-infested areas near
 the lake. Most of the yellow-pine, two-story Victo-
rian Gothic style homes that give the McIntogh
Historic district its present character were l:gu11t
during this period. The convergence of various
historical forces has resulted in the preservation

— for a time, anyway — of a cqmmunity that in
many ways continues to retain its 1890s flavor.

Probably the first event that served to help

McIntosh retain its 1890s state was the freeze of

1894-1895. This freeze virtually wiped out citrusin

the region, and kept the village from expanding,
much. Fortunately, the land surrounding MeclIn-
tosh was good land, and the residents were able to
cultivate a wide variety of vegetables that found
ready acceptance in the northern markets. This
was enough to insure that the community would
continue. The village did not simply dry up and
blow away as so many places did. During the
decade following the freeze the local hotel
remained in operation, several churches and a
local school came to McIntosh, and several mer-
cantile businesses were organized or continued
operations. The fact that the town had a depot
probably did a lot to continue its existence.

(1 b o, Alkof this contributed to establishing a sense of

permanence in McIntosh, while at the same time
there was no great economic draw to bring in new
settlers who would change the face of the commun-
ity. By 1913, when the town was incorporated
there were only about 300 people living here. Bs;
the late 1920s, land drainage and mechanization
had opened up other parts of Florida for large-
sca}e truck farming operations, a development
which served to further stagnate McIntosh
growth, and much of the land around McIntosh
eventually returned again to citrus cultivation. In
the 1930s, howeverz McIntosh, like many otiler
Ig)}c?)(\:;ts}’l.had economic problems which prevented
In the years after World Way II

some slow changes in McIntots}}llerea}lla?ivetg?)esré
changes continue today, and threaten to signifi-
cantly accelerate. The deadly freezes of the earl
1980s destroyed the orange groves that had oncﬁ
formed a sort of protective buffer around the town.
The explosive growth that is visiting itself upoﬂ

Marion County has alread
face of McIntosh. Y began to change the
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THE ALLEN-KA

Among the older homes in McIntosh is the
~ Allen-Karow House built in 1888 by the town’s
first Postmaster, W.E. Allen. While the house has
a similar assymetrical form as others in town, it
alone has examples of Italinate detailing, seen in

the ornate rafter brackets on the roof line and the

lovely guadrifoil attic vents. :
The house was in a state of disrepair and had
been subdivided into apartments when the Daven-
port Karow’s purchased it. The house was origi-
nally lit by gaslights and has been painstakingly
- renovated. From the light wood floors to the beau-
tiful floral wallpapers and period furniture, the
house is a tribute to the loving care Mrs. Karow
ives it. : $ :
gIIn addition to I}er many community activities
and active career in .real estate, Mrs. Karow finds
time to tend the spacious grounds surrounding the
house. The yard is lan_dsca_ped with many flowers
nd shrubs popular in Victorian times. In the
2 ing, the entire lawn is carpeted with wild
spl'l ets’ and an ancient Wisteria has climbed to the
Y £ the trees to show off its lavender blooms.
top Oazealasy hydrangeas and dogwoods add
T.h(i{ blues and white, and the yard is scented
1 sc';ardenias and Confederate Rose, Something
f;n;}fways in bloom for us to admire and enjoy.

ROW HOUS

Punch and cookies will be served on the lawn,
and we are honored to have the grandchildren of
the Allen family on hand to answer your gques-
tions. Also, several prominent members of our pio-

~ neer families are acting as hostesses.

knows — if you close your eyes, you may even be
able to hear the ‘“clack” of croquet balls or the

~ So, take. a moment to reflect and enjoy. Who

laughter of children as they roll hoops on the

lawn...

Flowers courtesy of
Crevasse’s Regency Florist, Inc.

3409 W. University Avenue
' - 372-3322
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Halloween In McIntosh

The routine of school settles around us and we
gather the last of the bounty from back-yard
gardens. The moon loses its summer silver and its .
soft orange glow reminds us that Halloween is |
almost at hand. 1

On all Hallows Eve, the witches, goblins, and so
forth, gather on the street, eager with skeptical
enthusiasm, not knowing exactly what spine-
tingling ‘“treats” await. Scarecrows and muslin
ghosts decorate lawns. Porches and verandas
glimmer with oil lamps and candles. Jack-O-
Lanterns grin and leer.

Trick-or-Treaters in McIntosh never know who |
or what will answer the door! It might be a com-
plete family of wild Indians offering white paper
ghosts, or a gnarled, old couple, tossing handfuls
of candy while complaining about the tom-foolery
in suspiciously youthful voices.

The grand finale of the evening is always a
cautious trip through the Roess’s garden where
myriads of flickering luminaries cast sinister

shadows. What on earth could be making those -

horrible noises from the attic? Is that a vampire
lurking by the fence? Did you hear that scream?
By mid-evening, the creepies go back from
where they came, and the small children are
tucked safely in their beds. Now, families and
friends can settle back on the porches with a glass
of cold cider and tell the real ghost stories of our
town. : :
There are tales of footsteps in the attic, of ice
blasts of air in the summer, of doors and windows
mysteriously opening or closing, a cold, invisible
hand gripping the shoulder. .. Some believe, some
are skeptics. No matter! Conversation is one of our
favorite pastimes here. And, what better subject
on a crisp, October night? \

P P B Y
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INVESTORS

Make your money work for you.
Invest in short term high yield
mortgages and earn percent +
Per annum — net return paid monthly.
Fully serviced in amounts from $2000.
Call Robert T. Roess.

florida investors mortgage corporation

5415 S.W. 13th Street, Gainesville, Florida 32602
(904) 377-5665

McINTOSH GAZETTE

'Southern Comfort Home’%

- |

Each home indivi'dually

customized to your taste.

Visit our 4 decorator models,
Citrus Hills.

@Ii (go4) 746-4211 Highway 486, hernando

THILL'S

- Van Lines
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903023

Business 732—7129
Residence 595-5286

416 NW. 7th St
Ocala, Fla
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1890’s FESTIVAL HELPERS

Many hours are spent planning to entertain thou-
sands of people each yearlong before the 1890’s Festi-
val actually dawns. Special thanks go to those who
so diligently work to make this a happy day for all
ages.

Tour of Homes, Security Margie Karow

Booths and Food
Depot Events
Parade Marshall
Quilt Raffle
Cookbook & T-shirts
Clean-up

Publicity

Parking

Poster

Set-Ug#igs rxis Greg Willis, Jim Willis
$RE00 edal.. | Ernie Hopwood
Entertainment Jane Edney Sharp
Advertising Jean Willis, Laurie Willis,
Jean Campbell, Frank Ciotti

Gazette Laurel Ciotti

Susan Phillips, June Glass

Jean Willis, Susan Edwards

Ernie Hopwood
Ray Washington
Betty Hopwood
Dot Provou

Glen Fiorello

Frank Ciotti
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Mary Burnett

Special Thanks To:
Mitzi Karow Roess
Piper Hatcher
Pauline Kimball
Ginger Blinn
Ollie The Trolley
Ocala Star Banner
Gainesville Sun
WCJB, TV 20
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