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The Twelfth Annualls
1890s Festival

McIntosh, Florida

Itis with great pride that the people of McIntosh
welcome you to journey into the past of their Victo-
rian town. A town that is wary of change and
strives to preserve its precious history.

The population of about 400 has remained virtu-
ally unchanged for nearly 100 years, but the town
still flourishes and maintains its original charm
and character.

The old homes stand just as resolute as the day
they were built, and the people who live in them
today are not unlike the people who originally
settled McIntosh. They are a hearty stock, drawn
to a slower-paced life, strong and enduring like the
homes they live in.

McIntosh has become a fine example of restora-
tion and preservation, not only in the state of Flor-
ida, but throughout the nation. It was recorded in

1984 on the National Register of Historic Sites.

The town has further sought to preserve its past
with a special ‘““Historie Distriet’”’ zoning
ordinance.

So we welcome you to walk down the oak
covered lanes of McIntosh, and for six enchanted
hours, allow the magic of the past to carry you
back in time — back to the 1890’s.

11:00 a.m.

11:30 a.m.
12:00 Noon

12:30 p.m.
1:00 p.m.
1:30 p.m.
2:00 p.m.
2:30 p.m.

3:00 p.m.
3:45 p.m.
4:00 p.m.

ENTERTAINMENT SCHEDULE

1890’s FESTIVAL
October 5, 1985

Grand Parade

Dan Sharp, Master of Ceremonies

CIVIC CENTER

Ocala Civic Theatre - “Fiddler on Roof”
Main Stage - Van Ness Park

North Marion High School Band
Announcements :
Gainesville Ballet Children’s Ensemble
Jugglers

Tampa Pipe Band

Homecoming Program

Ocala Mus-O-Cali - Barbershop

Quilt Raffle - Festival

Dennis Stowe Variety of Music

McINTOSH HOTEL

\
1:00 p.m. Cloggers - Sundancers and the Sundance Kids
3:30 p.m. Cloggers - Sundancers and the Sundance Kids

DEPOT
Train Exhibit
Historical Slides of McIntosh
Variety Music
Fantasy Gospel
Bill “Fingers” Munroe Ragtime

McINTOSH GAZETTE

“FREE” October 5, 1985

-Welcome to the Twelfth Annual 1890’s Festi\fal

The Ciotti Family welcomes you to historic Mec Intosh.

Cracker Florida

Hattie Neal
Locator Map
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: / Tour of homes . ...
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Historic recognition . 10
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Tour of Homes

Welcome to the1985Edition of the Tour of Homes,
one of the most popular features of the annual McIntosh
1890s Festival. ,

On it you will find the Ciotti house built in 1885; the Welde-
green house built in 1890 and a modern brick ranch-style

home that has been designed and furnisked to fit into the
Victorian setting of the town.

Tickets are $3 for the entire tour, and can be pur-
chased from the booth catty-cornered to the southeast
corner of the park.

The map located on page 16 of this newspaper will,

show you the location of the ticket booth and the stops
along the tour. If you should still have tpeuble finding a
particular house, ask at the information booths that have
been set up at the west end of the park. Guides at these
booths will be glad to point you to your destination.

In addition to these homes. please visit the four
churches of McIntosh. These churches areopen 11 a.m.
to 5 p m.. the same hours as the homes. but are free to
‘the public and not part of the tour proper. Themap on

page 16 indicates the location of these churches.

The Methodist Church was moved, pulled by
mules, in 1895 and served as the Sanctuary for all
denominations in the early years of the town. look at
the old picture of the Church in the Vestibule.

In 1903 the Baptist Church was built on the Wire
Road (now U.S. 441). The beautiful stained glass win-
dows were a gift from the J.K. Christian Family.

The Christian Church (1904) boasts an open belfry
whichstill rings out each Sundav as a call to worshi;ﬁ.
To theright of the Church is the site of the first perman-
ent school house in town (1889) which had an
Iment ulg;about twelve pupils.

The Presbytertian Church (1907) started as the
Center Point Church in Boardman in 1885, [t has just
finished a major restoration program. The windows
were re-sealed and a l.exan covering put on to protect
the larger windows from storm damage. Ailing plaster
was patched and the Sanctuary painted to bring out
the vivid colors of the windows. Sconce lights installed
in 1952 were removed and hand cast reproduction elect-
ric lights-from the turn of the century were put in. The
Eastlake pulpit furniture had previously been
refinished.

enrol-
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Celebrating its centennial this year is the Thomas-Ciotti
House, built in 1885 by J.S. Thomas. His daughter, Mayme
Thomas McFadden inherited it and lived there until the
early 1970’s. Sometime around WWI, Miss Mayme followed
the fashion of most owners of older, large houses in McIn-
tosh and opened her home to boarders. When Frank and
Laurel Ciotti purchased the house in 1983, only two other
families had resided there and aside from 98 years of normal
“wear and tear”, the house was in fairly good structural
condition.

The exterior of the house is symmetrical in the style of
Classic Greek Revival - somewhat unusual for houses built
in Victorian times. Its double stacked porches with ginger-
bread brackets still provide a cool, quiet place to sip lemo-
nade and watch the world go by on a hot summer day.

The house was built from locally milled heart pine. The
wood resins are so hard that driving or removing a nail is
certainly a task worth discussion! The interior floors are
wide plank pine and a pine divider from the 1920’s breaks the
long central hall. An unusual feature is the reverse stairwell
fo the second floor. There are four working fireplaces, two of
which boast elaborate pressed wood designs.

When the house was remodeled in the 1920’s, the swirl

_ pattern plaster was applied in the parlor and original dining
room - new the family room. The picture rails still remain in
three rooms and the downstairs hall, and several board and
bead ceilings may be seen.

The Norsworthy-Wiedegreen House (1890) is a good exam-
ple of the old Victorian farmhouse. It was built by William
Gist and sold in 1893 to W.G. Norsworthy, a Canadian who
came to raise citrus. The family continued to reside in the
house for the next 53 years, when it was sold and turned into
apartments. :

The house is built entirely of pine, probably locally n_ulled.
The staircase and mantels are the finest elemgnts in the
house, with their beautiful wood graining. Thereis a total of
six fireplaces (which was the original heat source) and the
house was lighted by gas through an extensive network of
P1pes,

The large kitchen was originally connected to the house
only by a breezeway. The purpose of a separate kitchen was
to (Sipalre the house the extra heat from cooking in the summer

"anc also as a measure of fire protection.

The rock wall is rem(i)fxifscer?t of the fact that almost all

houses in town once haq walls or fences to keep the pigs and

Originally, the house had four bedrooms. The Ciotti’s have
converted the downstairs bedroom to a dining room. The
same room has also served in the past as a hat shop and once
housed the town library. Laurel disposed of the wood panel-
ing in the bedrooms and redecorated in Victorian style. All
the wallpapers she has chosen have roses in the patterns.
Original fixtures in the bathrooms include a clawfoot bath
tub. Several of the light fixtures are the old electric ones
purchased when the house was converted from gaslighting.
The kitchen was enlarged by the previous owners to include
the back porch. A large island and rough pine siding set a
country-kitchen mood. Its cozy setting seems to be the true
heart of the home.

The yard on the north side of the house which now
includes a swimming pool and guest cottage was originally
an orange grove. The remaining orange trees were killed in
the winter freezes of 1983 and 1984. One of the largest oak
trees in town with a circumference of more than 31 feet
provides shade for the back yard. A cypress “tobacco barn”
stands behind the house. Numerous old tools and farm
implements that the Ciotti’s have unearthed in the yard are
displayed on its walls.

As the Thomas-Ciotti House enters its second century,
Frank and Laurel are busy planning future restoration pro-
jects. They invite you to explore, reminisce, and enjoy a
McIntosh Homecoming.

The Norsworthy-Wiedegreen
House

Flowers courtesy of Archway Flower Shop, Ocala,
Florida.

cows out of the yard. This wall was built by Mr. Norswor-
th ¥'s brother, a stone mason, sometime before World War L.
Notice the stone bench in the front corner, which was used as
a “courting bench” by many young people of MeIntosh who
are now in their 70’s, 80’s and 90’s!

Sandy and Eric Weidegreen bought the house in June of
1975 and have worked hard outside and inside. The veranda
was restored (the side had been enclosed for another room);
new columns and rail were added. Two kitchens were
removed, passages closed, woodwork and staircase in the
ha}l stripped and refinished — to say nothing of lots of
p_alntlng!_ The Wiedegreens have been collecting antiques
since th_exr marriage and find the unity of the older house
and. period furniture a healthy atmosphere to live and work.
Notice the French rosewood sofa and old harmonium in the
parlor and the handmade pine bedroom suite in the guest
room. Portraits of Mr. Wiedegreen’s great-grandparents join
guests ready to eat in the dining room.
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The Myhre Home

Flowers c_o'urtes'y of Julia’s Fantasy Flowers

In the beginning days of McIntosh, approximately the late
1880)’s, this property was owhed by Mr. Neal. Since this was
a rich farming area, he used the land as a “mule lot,” where
he also quartered “horse and buggies!” When modern trac-
tors came into use replacing the old method of farming he
built a large barn that housed the tractors and equipment.

After Mr. Neal passed away the property was purchased
by Mr. and Mrs. F.A. Cockrell. He was a fruit and vegetable
broker here in McIntosh, who owned and operated the ware-
house down by the railroad tracks. His business was ship-
ping fruit and melons by railroad to northern cities. Mr. and
Mrs. Cockrell hired the Smith brothers to build the house for
them, bringing in the white brick all the way from Texas.
While the house was being built they lived in a log cabin next

door to the property. Upon the completion of their home they
moved in to enjoy their new home beautifully placed under
giant oak trees which adorn the property - the largest oak 1s
said to be over 200 years old. After Mr. Cockrell retired, he
moved back to Tampa, Florida.

After his death the house was sold to Joe and Helene
Derita. Mr. Derita was an architect and made many
improvements on the house. His wife, Helene was instru-
mental in establishing the library at the Presbyterian
Church in McIntosh. After Mr. and Mrs. Derita had lived
here awhile, they sold the house to Willard and Mary Hurst.
who resided here about 5 years. In March 1985, Lew and
Nancy Myhre purchased the house and are now the present
happy owners!

The Christian Church and Old School (which burnéd to the ground).
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For out of the ordinary
Christmas collectibles,
ornaments and decorations.

I-75 at State Road 318 Irvine Exit
Halfway between Ocala and Gainesville

Open 7 days a week
Monday - Saturday 9:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Sunday 10:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Phone 591-2001
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