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1890s F_estival_

The Eleventh Annual;.

" McJNTOSH GAZETT

McIntosh, Flbrida _ “FREE”-

Annual 1890s Festival!

This has been a good year for Mclntosh residents
despite our devastating Christmas Eve freeze. If you are
a regular visitor to our town, you will indeed notice the
absence of many of our citrus trees. We are replanting
and rebuilding, however, which is a major part of the
spirit of our great town. We invite you to share in our joy
of today which is a celebration of life that exists in our:
town today as it did for our pioneering founders. Help us
to relive our glorious past by relaxing, reflecting and en-
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~ ENTERTAINMENT SCHEDULE
1890's FESTIVAL — OCTOBER 13, 1984

VAN NESS CIVIC CENTER
11:00 a. m. GRAND PARADE (Map on back page) -

11:30 aam. ANNOUNCEMENTS -
12:00 noon NORTH MARION HIGH SCHOOL BAND CONCERT
12:30 p.m. ANNOUNCEMENTS ; ¢
1:00 p.m. CHILDREN'S ENSEMBLE OF GAINESVILLE BALLET
1:30 p.m. DEDICATION OF McINTOSH AS HISTORIC DISTRICT
2:00 p.m. TAMPA PIPE BAND
3:00 p.m.  MARION—ALACHUA DOG TRAINING ASSOCIATION
INCORPORATED EXHIBITION :

3:45 p.m. DRAWING FOR QUILT
4:00 p.m. KEYBOARD CLASSICS FEATURING DENNIS STOWE

MASTERS OF CEREMONIES: jOE‘PHILLlPS

WITH DENNIS STOWE AT THE PIANO

* AT THE McINTOSH HOTEL =
1:00 & 3:00"p.m. SUNDANCERS AND THE SUNDANCE KIDS — CLOGGERS

4:00 p.m. GAINESVILLE RHYTHMIC G.YMNASTICS PERFORMANCE

VISIT THE OVER 150 ARTS & CRAFTS STANDS, FOOD CONCESSIONS, AND MERCH

* AT THE DEPOT *
TRAIN PAINTING EXHIBIT BY ' HOWARD ROYAL
MODEL TRAIN DISPLAY BY GIL CARLIN 2
LIVE MUSICAL ENTERTAINMENT BY “COUNTRY FANTASY"

[See map page 20)

ANDISE BOOTHS IN THE MchTOSH BAZAAR.




Tour of

MclIntosh Gazette

Welcome to the 1984 Edition of the Tour of Homes,
one of the most popular features of the annual McIntosh
1890s Festival. On it you will find a traditional Victorian
Era home, the Neal-Blinn home, built about 1895, you’ll
get an inside look at a Victorian Era railroad hotel, built
about 1895, and the Walkup home which has been taste-
fully decorated in the Victorian style by local antique
shops. ST’

Tickets are $3 for the entire tour, and can be pur-
chased from the booth catty-cornered to the southeast
corner of the park. ' :

The map located on page 16 of this newspaper will
show you the location of the ticket booth and the stops
along the tour. If you should still have trouble finding a
particular house, ask at the information booths that have
been set up at the west end of the park. Guides at these
booths will be glad to point you to your destination.

Enjoy your tour!

denominations in the early yvears o

Page 2

In addition to these homes. please visit the four

churches of McIntosh. These churches areopen 11 a.m.
t0 5 p m.. the same hours as the hom

es. but are free to

the pﬁblic and not part of the tour propet. 'I‘he.map on
page 16 indicates the location of these churchies,
The Methodist Church was moved. pulled by
mules. in 1895 and served as the Sanctuary for all
i f the town. Look at
the old picture of the Church in the Vestibule. .
In 1903 the Baptist Church was built on the Wire
Road (now U.S. 441). The beautiful stained glass win-
dows were a gift from the J.K. Christian Family.
The Christian Church (1904)boasts an open belfry

* whickstill rings out each Sunday as a call to worship.

To the right of the Churchis the site of the first perman-
ent school house in town (18389) which had an enrol-
Iment of about twelve pupils.

The Presbytertian Church (1907) started as the
Center Point Church in Boardman in 1885. It has just
finished a major restoration program. The windows
were re-sealed and a lexan covering put on to protect
the larger windows from storm damage. Ailing plaster
was patched and the Sanctuary painted to bring out
the vivid colors of the windows. Sconce lights installed
in 1952 were removed and hand cast reproduction elect-
ric lights from the turn of the century were put in. The
Eastlake pulpit furniture had previously been
refinished.
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The Neal-Blinn House

It’s a stark, lonely structure that stands dead center in
a photo taken in 1895. The house is surrounded by a few
scrub palms, and not much more. It was situated on a
half block of property and fenced to keep the roaming
cattle out. A large Crape Myrtle dominates the front
yard. On one of Hattie’s trips home from Kentucky, she
prought back a seedling Crape Myrtle, wrapping its roots
in wet newspaper and tucking it under her seat for the
journey. She planted it near the front porch and the tree
took to its new home. It is now on the State of Florida’s
registry as the largest Crape Myrtle.

Flowers Courtesy of Crevasse’s Regency Florist, Gainesville.

The structure was built of heart pi

: : \ pine, locally felled
milled. With time, the pine becomes gryanite:e l?l?ed
Workers grumble as their nails bend and break in thé
;:21:1 t{1hardlenel;1 wgod. Twenty-four tall windows stare

_ € clapboard siding. The original ro
shingles. One Christmas Eve, the Walkupo;flc‘ﬁ;i Cc};prelis
fire f{om a spark that landed on its wooden o ‘fjglﬂt
:)r]avelmg salesman lucked into a town panicked l? .th
hoarf'ni:oa{::r?ermlg tgevl:/lrl.: Neﬁ, and almost every ithei

! ) rench asbestos shingled -

guaranteed not to burn. Two ffee—stanc%isg Il-)(i‘i:::fl;
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c_hlmneys jut up through the rooftop, servicing the six
fireplaces. The style is late Victorian farmhouse, without
much fine detail, but built solidly and made to last.
For nearly 40 years, Hattie lived alone in the house.
Fortunately, she didn’t have the means to modernize and
fancy up. While some of the other homes in town were
converted into apartments during the depression, Hattie
hung onto the old house as its sole occupant. So the
house, at her death, stood relatively unchanged from
when Captain Neal had built it. _
In her. will, Hattie bequeathed the house to the McIn-
tosh Christian Church. Peter and Ginger Blinn acquired
the house from the church in the spring of 1980 and
began the restoration. First, the kitchen was put in and
an exterior wall was replaced. Then, the Blinns, along
with their children, Dawn and Kim and their dog, Prinz,
moved in. S
What to do first? They attacked the jungle around the
house. People who didn’t know the house existed,
watched it emerge from a wall of ligustrum, azaleas, and
bamboo. Nature did some unexpected pruning with last
year’s hard freeze. ; >
A 1940’s back porch was sledge-hammered to the
ground, allowing the rooms inside more sunlight. The

e 00 o 0

This hotel was inauspiciously begun in 1895, t
of the Great Freeze. Times were har%i, but the prop})lr?e)tr(e;;
used the 19 rooms and large dining room to house and
boar_d railroad passengers and sportsmen from the North
coming to sample the local fish, game and weather.

The hotel, shut down in 1964 when Bettie’s husband
passed away, boasts nine rooms upstairs, bearing the
original numbers on each door. ‘“‘Sometimes we had
three to a room, and I'm ashamed to say, we only
charged $2.00 a night with $1.00 for all you could eat,”’
remembers Bettie. “‘I just loved my truckers,” she says.
““They never gave me a bit of trouble. They would even

oo e

bring their wives and children to stay with me when they -

covered their routes.”’

Py o A S MRS G e o R

front porch was almost entirely redone — new roof, new
floor, new railing. The sagging house was jacked level,
and an 18 foot, 10 inch thick' beam was replaced. Just
this summer, the house was given its first coat of paint in
40 years. In the true Victorian style, the house was
painted in an array of colors — grays and blues and reds
and yellows.

Peter, an Ocala attorney, quickly earned the title®of

“‘spackling fool,”” spending hours replastering and hang-

ing sheetrock. Ginger arranged a painting party and, in
two days, all the rooms were freshly painted. The Cruce
brothers were called in from Brooker to refinish the wide
planked floors. French doors replaced a set of windows.

Instead of fighting the nature of the house, Peter and

. Ginger use ceiling fans to cool in the summer and the six

fireplaces and a wood burning stove to warm them in the
winter. “I’m still surprised when people ask me if the
house is finished,”” says Ginger. “It’s not, and I can’t see
that it ever will be — that’s the fun of it. I don’t see that
as discouraging, but rather as something to look forward
to.”” Future plans include a brick patio out back, a screen
porch along the south side, and, someday, maybe evena
swimming pool. '

The hotel occasionally housed single women. Bettie
can remember when a student at the University asked if
she could house her rather senile mother for a month or
SO to catch up on her studying. ‘‘She used to accuse
?}?othlfr boarder of taking her clothes and demand that
daey he taken off immediately,” Bettie laughs. “‘Every
Iea):rifl ge Eii,d tg pack her suitcases and tell us she was
She wai s uay we Hadso unpack them and tell her

It is too bad the McIntosh Hotel is not still 0 i

. perating.
Ej‘g‘i‘]r; ttlllle residents ‘'of McIntosh would like to spend a
€re, just to hear the stories. :

Please Turn to Page 4
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still cook a Scottish favorite, mince and tatties, which
looks suspiciously like hamburgers and potatoes.
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5 The Walkup Home ' %@@
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This year’s Tour of Homes features the home of “‘Miss
Elizabeth’” Walkup. She was born in 1887 and lived in {
this home for over 70 years. Miss Elizabeth was the |
daughter of early settler William Gist who, along with % tq'bv
Dr. Perry Burgin, J.K. Christian, and S.H. Gaitskill, i\“@?}?‘\ 5 ¢
travelled by steamboat up the St. John’s River to \_\ :
Palatka, then took the Florida Southern Railroad to %“é}{/
Gainesville and came down to ‘‘Mackintosh’’ by coach | =gy £

_in the 1880s. | 7= )k

Mr. Gist built his home in 1893 across the street from :

% a)

—

brother-in-law Gaitskill, the three-story dwelling becom- ;
ing the home where his children Annette, Elizabeth, o> O
Rebecca, and Joshua grew up and where, on November \\a
15, 1911, “Miss Elizabeth’> would marry her childhood }?
friend, Sam Hoey Walkup, the son of Dr. Henry Clay (U(?
Walkup, an early settler from North Carolina. A builder ¢
and farmer like his father-in-law, Sam built a home
suited to lodging a big family beside the Presbyterian |
- Church and, over the next few years, the couple had four
of their six children, Alice, Wilshire, Edwin, and
Elizabeth before the 1920s carried them to Greenwood,
North Carolina and children Sam Jr. and Henry were

The Walkup home will be a showcase of antique shops

born. Sam and brother John went into the mercantile from Ocala and Mclntosh. They are presenting rooms in

business with cousin Henry Belk until the Depression the Victorian period.

took everything, and the Walkup families returned to The front screen porch reminds us of the days before

Florida. _ radio and TV when the family rocked and caught up on
Fortunately for Sam and Elizabeth, they’d kept their all of the day’s news. Marilyn Franklin, Ocala, has set

McIntosh home rented and had a little income while Sam the stage for a step back into the 19th century.

farmed and started a local mercantile business down by The hall welcomes us. It is a large room reaching forty

the present Post Office to keep them going until times got feet in length. Howe’s Antiques, MclIntosh. has

better. And times got better — the family prospering — decorated with authentic furniture from the 1890’,5

the children growing up and leaving home to marry and Christmas is here; in the sitting room. The tree

begin families of their own. In 1956, at age 81, Sam . § carlands, and toys make it so exciting. Harvest of

- Walkup died, his wife Elizabeth remaining in the home B Antiques Christmas Shop presents a lovely ;ziew of a Vi
he’d brought her to 56 years before, and where she re- : torian Christmas. Lry

Jdealnibheoeahitis pagiping Lewis Antiques, McIntosh,‘ and Micanopy, has fur-

nished the dining room with golden oak. We ¢
I g an almost

smell the delicious meals Miss Elizab
table and sideboard. : ' Sl
- Marilyn Franklin has made the kitchen
53 _ SO W
cozy. Hc?r handlcrafts complement the room e

Upstairs we can Oh & A ]
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The Friends of McIntosh
Yearly Report

The Friends were busy this past year. The most impor-
tant event was the McIntosh Historic District listed on
the National Register of Historic Places, November 18,
1983.

The loading ramp on.the depot was screened so it

could be used more in the summer. Now we won’t panic

with tornado alerts and driving rains during quilt shows.
The fourth Quilt Show and Sale was held the end of
April and expanded to two days. Over 1,000 people from
around the state enjoyed the beautiful quilted items.
Mary Lynn Crosby was our first $500.00 scholarship
. winner from North Marion High School. Mary Lynn is

now a student at Sante Fe Junior College and all of us = i

wish her success in her goal to become a C.P.A.

During the summer, the Friends with the McIntosh “

Civic League, and the McIntosh Lion’s Club bought six
antique reproduction street lights for the Van Ness Park.
Mr. and Mrs. Ross Rath donated the two in front of the
Civic Center in honor of her parents, Mr. and Mrs. W.R.
Dedman, one of our pioneer families. The Friends in-
stalled an antique light in the Mini Park and at the depot.
Now, if we could only find an old steam engine to stand
on the remaining track in front of the depot. ,

In May the 4th and 5th grades from the South Ocala
School visited the depot, hotel, Presbyterian Church, the
Country Store, and the Ft. McIntosh Armory. All of us
enjoyed our young visitors, teachers, and parents.

Plans are being formulated now for the 1890 Festival
1985. HOMECOMING to All, the pioneers, old fimers,
children, grandchildren, great grandchildren, and aunts,
uncles, cousins, and friends are invited to be with us next
fall of 1985. DON’T FORGET — See you all.

Scholarship winner Mary Lynn Crosby with Glen Fiorello, chairman

i e ip committee.
of the sEh GRS ESERTEEREEEDS =D

1985 Calendar

Eammmi_l_m‘.ﬁm [ =——]0]

Homecoming

The 1985 Mclntpsh 1
During the year invita

390 Festival will be homecoming.
tions will be sent to all _of the
pioneers, old timers, children, grandchildren, great

g i dchildren, aunts, uncles,

randchildren, great-great grandchiies

cousins, and friends of Mclntosh to join us for a wonder-
, .

ful most gala homece
look forward to havin
DT R B

g all of you.

ccoming. Bring your pictures, too. We

._u—li—-_n

T Special Dep

Our featured artist at the Depot this year is Mr.
Howard Royal. Mr. Royal’s oil paintings of trains are
the fruition of the work that he has always wanted to do.

He has researched each train that he has sketched and
has included the finest details of each locometive. .

Mr. Royal has a-painting of the first train to travel
through MecIntosh in 1880 called the “‘Florida
Southern.”’  Other paintings include ‘‘Fom Thumb®
from 1830, ‘‘Dewitt Clemon’ from 1831, “A Red =
Caboose,”” ““Yosemite Valley,”” and *Best Friend”’ from
1830. =2 <

Our model train exhibit this yearis a train set up under =

the direction of Gil Carlin. Experience the fun and excite-
ment of a working model train layout located inside the -
Depot building. 2

\ 1

$Quilt Show.
The 5th McIntosh Quilt Show & Sale will be held in the
@ Depot Saturday April 27th, 11 a.m. to4 p.m. and Sun-

aday April 28th, 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. The Friends are featur-§
®ing the “Pine Needles”” from Silvef Lake Acres, Florida.
8 The group of twenty ladies do lovely traditional and con-§&
®temporary quilting. They are Chapter #62 of the Na-§&

®and all the other quilts from around the state. See you all!
®April 27th and 28th, 1985. -
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Remember Grandmother's pies, Mama'

Aun‘t Sadie’s cakes? Well, they a?e al!'i: thesllggg'

Fegtlvai Cookbook. Tested and approved by years of
enjoyment. Over 240 family favorite recipies.

A perfect gift for Christmas, brides, and you.
Available in the Mclntosh Antique shops and :
Rheinausers gift department in Ocala.

Reasonably priced at $5.00 or order:
“Cookbook™ PO. Box 1890, Mcintosh, FL 32664.
Enclose $5.00 plus 60¢ postage.
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