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‘8th Edition October 31, 1981

- Welcome to
| ~ the McIntosh Tour
of Victorian Homes —

Tickets are $3 for the entire tour
and can be bought at two locations = _ i
in the park. The map on the back
page will help you locate each stop
on the tour. If you should still have
trouble finding a particular house,
ask at the Information or Tour of
Homes Booths. There will be = 4
guides to answer gquestions you
might have at each location. We
ask that you do not bring any food
or drink into the houses you visit.
Remember, the funds generated
from the tour go toward PRESER-
VATION in Mclntosh.

Enjoy your tour!

The 1981 e
1890’s Festival Programme,
Mc!ntosh, Florida '

Welcome To The Eighth Annual 1890’s
- Mcintosh Festival -
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‘Chéad Mile Failte

CHEAD MILE FAILTE. A
hundred thousand welcomes.

What a charming blend of Gaelic .

Spend the day with us and:' make
your own -memories of skirling

11:00 Grand Parade

Sl b R

and Southern hospitality — a com- Scottish pipers, beautiful authen- 11:30 Registr, : ”
bination that speaks for the Scot- i costumes of the turn of the con. £ Stagge aatit:!annf;re:;ctorian oy Cantest— . :
tislzl Origlns f;f the Mchntosh and  tury and before, gracious homes : j
other clans of many of our ances- and a touch of hi i % 3 3 - “
tors and the Southern hospitality  tored Victorian C{E;gffhiﬁffﬁoﬁ, 12:00 Band Concert in the Van Ness Park — %
that has graced MeIntosh from its homes, houses of worship, plea- ' Gainesville Community Band - i
earliest days to the present time. sures in the park and evergything ;
Walk our tree-line streets, marvel  ¢lse to make a wholesome, joyful, 12:30 Victorian Costume Contest —

at our vintage churches and visit
our tour homes, so rich with Victo-
rian influences, and think of the
way it was when our town was

young and our pioneer settlers set

family-oriented holiday:.

And to quote another old South-
ern saying, “Don’t be a stranger.”
You are among

Open to everyone; 1st, 2nd, 3rd & honorable mention ribbons

will be given to the 4 best dressed in each group of those 12 years
and younger and those over 12.
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- o s : g i I ; = 3
the tone t}}at has kept it richkm THE FRIENDS OF McINTOSH \ 15 Welfome Mcintosh Clan :
tradition and modern in out ook. : a0 Ban i I:;y i Tan‘ipa Eenad :

Moy Hall : : : '
e e P 29 Sept. 1980 2:00 Ballet, Ch_lldrens Ensemble of Gainesville Civic Ballet
SCOTLAND 2:30 Barbergators of Gainesville

“l follow with interest and admiration the great work of the Friends of 400

Mclintosh. I am delighted to have this further link between the United States

and Clan Mackintosh,”

With best wishes yours sincerely,

m /L/ﬂ A / 

Lachlan Mackintosh of Mackintosh

P At A

Ftrst_ Lovel Gospei Singers of Grace Episcopal Churchof Ocala

5:00 Conclusion

Your

Master of Ceremonies. is Dan Sharp, with

Dennis Stowe, as pianist.

.More ENTERTAINMENT on back page with map.
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1981 Tpur of Homes

Welcome to the 1981 Mclintosh Tour of Homes. This year we are fortunate
to have three houses which were picked for the strong image they project of
the classic American home at the turn-of-the-century. Each of these homes
remained in the hands of single families through several generations. They
are now owned by people who are restoring them to the era of McIntosh’s
heyday. The Wiedegreens, Buffums and Lamberts invite you in to turn back
the clock to the 1890’s. Come join the tour!

Tickets for all three locations are $3°° and can be purchased from the booths
at the northwest and southwest corners of the Park. The tour will start
immediately after the parade and end at 5:00 PM. You may visit the houses
in any order, and if you do not wish to take the entire tour you may visit any
single house for $1°°, payable at the door.

There will be guides to help answer questions you might have at each
location. We ask that you do not bring any food or drink into the houses
you visit. Remember, the funds generated from the tour go toward
PRESERVATION in McIntosh.

Thomas-Buffum House

As MclIntosh was being surveyed in 1885, J.S. Thomas had just completed
his new home. It is unusual for a late Victorian house to display such
symmetry. The Greek revival roof line contrasting nicely with a very
delicate two-story porch, has made this house a favorite with photographers
and artists to the area. :

All three of the houses on tour are really farm houses. What appears to be
an old garage behind the house is really all that remains today of a large
dairy barn.

The interior of the Thomas house uses plain materials and board and bead
ceilings and wide plank floors. The house was electrified early for
Mclntosh, and the old push button wall switches are still evident.

Mamie Thomas McFadden continued living in the house until her move to
St. Augustine about 8 years ago. In 1978 Bob and Ginny Buffum bought the
house and proceeded to begin the arduous task of fixing up an old house.
Painting the exterior was the single biggest improvement. ‘I did it all
myself,”” Bob will proudly tell you, “‘except the upper parts of the gables —
that is when you ask your friends for help!”’ Floors and wocdwork were
stripped downstairs, and the bedrooms upstairs insulated, ‘‘That first
winter there wasn’t much difference between outside and inside,” Ginny
remembers.

The most recent projects include enlarging the kitchen and installing a pool.
“We have everything here in McIntosh we could want,’” Bob says. Bob
works for Publix in Gainesville and Ginny works for the School Board of
Alachua County. Both appreciate the quiet life of a small country town:
church bells ringing a hymn every evening, fishing on Orange Lake,
neighbors you can depend on.

The Buffums take pride in what they have accomplished so far on their

-house. Weekends always find sons Shane (age 12) and Troy (age 10) helping

tht::il‘ parents'with yard work. Shane maintains a seemingly endless flock of
chickens behind the house. Whether egg sales outnumber feed bills is still a
moot point!

A Big Thanks...

What house isn’t more lovely with the addition of fresh
flowers! Special thanks to the following florists for making this
an extra special tour:

‘At the Wiedegreen House —
Petal Pusher Florist
739 E. Silver Springs Bivd., Ocala

At the Buffums —
Crevasse’s Regency
Westgate Regency Plaza, Gainesville

« At the Lamberts —
House of Flowers, Inc., Gainesville
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Special thanks go to Carol and Rodney Green, of the Antique Addict. Some
of the beautiful pieces from their shop have transformed the vacant second
parlor in the Buffum house into a memorable room from the 1890’s. The
Antique Addict is located in the Harvest Village, 1 mile north of Mclntosh
on U.S. 441. The Green’s specialize in wicker furniture and Roseville
pottery. §

In addition to these homes, please visit the four Churches of
Meclntosh, which are open today for all to see.

The Methedist Church was moved, pulled by mules, in 1895 and

- served as the Sanctuary for all demoninations in the early years of the
town. Look at the old picture of the Church in the Vestibule.

In 1903, the Baptist Church was built on the Wire Road (now U.S.
441). The beautiful stained glass windows were a gift from the J.K.
Christian Family,

The Christian Church (1904) bosts an open belfry which still rings
out each Sunday as a call to worship. To the right of the Church is the
site of the first permanent school house in the town (1889) which had an
enrollment of about twelve pupils.

The Presbyterian Church (1907) started as the Center Point Church
in Boardman in 1885. It has just finished a major restoration program.
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@ Norsworthy-Wledegreen House

The Norsworthy-Wiedegreen house was built in 1890 by William Gist. Mr,
Gist had come to McIntosh with his brother-in-law, S.H. Gaitskill, the town
land agent. In 1885 Gist helped an engineer lay out the grid pattern of
Mclntosh so typical of railroad towns of this era. Elizabeth Gist Walkup,

now 94, remembers living in her father’s house as a small child. She still -

lives only one block away in the house her husband built in 1911.

On thg death of Mrs; Gist in 1893, the house was sold to W.G. and Lillian :

Norsworthy, French Canadians (thelr portraits hang in the front entry hall).

Mr. Norsworthy was a major citrus producer in the area. The family
remained in the house until the early 1940’s. Louise Norsworthy, a daughter
now in her 80’5 has written the Wiedegreens of the many good times friends
and family had in the house. :

Eric and Sandy Wnedegreen purchased the house in 1975 when it was sub-
divided into four apartments. Many of the larger, older homes in Mcintosh

- were used as apartments during the 1940’s 50’s and 60’s, when their style

and size made them white elephants on the real estate market.

““We were fortunate in not havmg to do too much to return our house to its
original condition,” Sandy will be glad to- tell you. “Not too much”
involved extensive painting, inside and outside, removal of an enclosed
porch, reinstitution of a verandah rail, plaster repairing and the removal of
two complete kitchens. “The hardest work,’’ Eric says, ‘‘was refinishing

- the floors i m the parlor and hall and stripping woodwork, mantles and the

staircase.’

A quick inspection will show how well their work has paid off. The staircase
and fireplace mantles (six in all) were built by a local craftsman. The house
is built solidly from local pine, and was originally lit by gas fixtures. Two of
the bathrooms are original, unusual for a house of this era built in the
country (but even then they were not entered directly from the house but
opened onto porches).

The kitchen was originally an out-kitchen, separate from the main house to

avoid heat transfer in the summer and as a means of fire prevention. Today,
as in many homes, it is often the very center of family activities.

The Wiedegreens love to use their home to entertain large groups of friends

at a time. “We have purposefully put together spaces with different
atmospheres for people to gather in and feel at ease,” Eric explains.

Designing workable spaces is ‘nothing new for Eric. He is a registered
architect with Edward Snowden d’Avi, AIA, in Ocala. Sandy’s favorite
room is their newly completed den, which is a careful blend of
contemporary and antique decor. Many of the unusual accessories in the
Wiedegreen house are found in Sandy’s shop, Cornucopia, a gift and
accessory shop in. the Harvest Vﬂlage t,ra,m depo!. one. ﬁ\ge_‘ggg,gh, of.
Mclntosh =

S W¢§;‘m="’~:"“£;: ps o -
Whl!e ‘the Norsworthy family had six children to fi il the house, the
Wiedegreens have only one son, Kristiaan, age 3'2 years. His favorite part
of the house is the old stone waIl - perfect for a httle boy to climb and
conquer..
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inc le edibles on the dining tables of our tour houses
grreofﬁe‘%(gsgogtfons of the chef at the Damsh Bakery in the

Main Street Publix, Gainesville.

~ Spackhng Fool'" for hls consumate skill as a plaster repairer! s, _“

The Lambert House at'the turn-of the-century

@ Neal-Lambert House

In 1893 John S. Neal finished construct:on of his second hensa m
MeclIntosh. His first, built on the site of the Norsworthy-Wiedegreen House
(number 2 on this tour), was burned to the ground after being struck by,
lightning. Pictures in the hall teday show a house newly painted, seemingny
in the ‘‘middle of nowhere’’, with the Neals: John, Luiu and chﬁdmn
Barkley and Hattie standing proudly beforeit.

Hattie Neal remained in the house until her death severa]'year‘s .ago. A :

haunting picture hangs in the parlor of a young Hattie curtsying in .a

favorite party dress. She grew, sadly, into a reclusive old woman, living “a
- sheltered existence in a dark, fohage—covered house — someone you mlght
~very well find in a Faulkner novel.

In January of 1980, Ginger Lambert moved into the house. ‘I can’t even
guess at the number of truck loads of overgrown plants, trees and refuse we
hauled from the lot,”” Ginger will tell you. ““You really couidn t even see fhe
house at all until some very extensive prunmg was done.”’

The dmge of vears of neglect was erased by fresh pamtﬁ-newly stnpped
floors and totally new plambing and electric wiring. Ginger's fiance, Peter
Blinn, now. a lawyer in Jacksonville, was affectionately known as “’fhe

B3

On entering the double doors of the entry. with their frosted‘ glass panels, 2
you wm fmd mce\y proporltoned rooms, w:th a 1ayout weiL smtea' ,fer“

n (age 15)is
i 2 V cheerleader at North Marion ngh School and meberly (age 9). =2

attends school in Gamesvﬂle

Current plans call for painting the exterior and repamng ﬁhe porch roof and
flooring. Aside from the anxiety of bemg on this vear’s Tour of Homes,
Ginger has an even more important event in the near future - she and Peter
are be:ng married in December. *“The house is perfect for Peter and the girls

and me,”’ Ginger says. ‘‘We like to entertain in small intimate groups and
all of us like to fmd a-corner now and then just to read or listen to musm wh =08

If a home could talk, the Neal-Lambert (or should we say Nea] Bhrm‘)
house would no doubt tell us these people were perfect for it too! o

Photqgr&phs by STEVE JET'F- 2%

The Wiede'green House today.
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Our work hasscon¥inued with the
depot; additional kifchen cabinets,
gutters along the west side of the
loading ramp, and a men’s rest
room. . ;

The Friends purchased 66 feet of
the railroad track and the 60 foot
right of way. We really wanted to
buy the 360 feet of track by the
depot but the price was nearly $10a
foot. ;i

QOur acitivities were cértaln!y
varied beginning with our big
Christmas party. The high point of
the party was a surprise visit by
Santa Claus. - ;

In the spring we had our first
quilt show and sale. There were 1 19
quilts (antique and new) exhlblf:ed.
Over 600 people enjoyed seeing
such lovely works of art.

For six months we researched for
the site forms to submit to the
National Register for nominations
in the historic register. It was a
very detailed and interesting look
at the history of our town. :

We participated in the Marion
County History Week by awarding
a $100.00 savings bond to the mid-

_dle school winner.
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The 1890 Festival is truly a labor
of love. Love of town and its
natural beauty and its people,
past and present.

Many hours are spent plan-
ning to entertain thousands of
people in such a small area.

This year we hage four co-

The Friends of McIntosh, Inc.,is

: ; a non-profit, benevolent organiza-
f—}laarif{m(}agéne Bazaar tion dedicated to the following
Sandy Wiedegreen Bazaar purposes:

Eric Wiedegreen Tour of Homes a. To preserve and enhance the
mrf }]?{aoil:as Entertai’n;?aecr;: natural and historic beauty

e et of MeIntosh.
g 2 b. To promete and spomsor cul-
tural and recreational achivi- -

Sharon Perry Foed Concessions
Margie Karow McIntosh Gazette =
-+ Burnette Akin -~ . Advertising

L0 Gladys Keynoids  * Advertising © L o TR o e,

e hae S e N e Te assiet the Town of Mefn - f.

: 7 Hop © - ‘Tredsurer’ = R s o 2 e
Anice Johnson Advertiging - : tosh and its people, especially

the senior citizens. ,
d. To encourage friendship, com-
munity spirit, and under-
‘standing among people of all
ages in our town.

Clubs and Organizatiens work-
ing together to make the day so
enjoyable are:

Mclntosh Lion’s Club
Hot Dogs and Drinks
Gainesville Lion’s Club

Chicken Bar'B-Que

Disabled Veterans g
- Hamburgers and Drinks
Nerth Marion Band Boosters

Hamburgers and Drinks

MclIntosh Civic League g
' Bake sale & coffee

Oecala Civitan Early Risers
“Pies

The Pilot Club of Greater
Gainesville
Victerian Garden Party
Shady Oaks 4-H
Ice Cream Parlor
Millwood 4-H

Drinks
Mclntosh Boy Scouts
Snow Cones

MecIntosh Cub Scouts
: Boiled Peanuts

We organized in September of
1973 with dues of 50¢ a month and

-~ none if over 65 years of age, AND

‘WELCOME VISITORS TO VISIT
US DURING THE YEAR,

Cookhook

1890 Festival




















































